Bicycle Outfitters
expands operations

Montrose bike shop moves into new building
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n the heels of a
essful 2020, Bicycle
fitters in Montrose

e latest company

ap the rewards of
oming outdoor

Istry.

he local bicycle shop,
ed by Brad Stewart,
 oversees the main
cle Outfitters shop in
nd Junction, recently
red operations to 105
chant Drive, a 7,500
re foot building that
s increased space

L showroom, offices
storage room, as

as an opportunity to
ind operations.
enfrow Realty in
1trose completed
ransaction, and the
pany moved into the
e April 2.

Neve been looking
urchase something
n there the last

ole years, and the
ding came available
year, Stewart told
Montrose Daily

s. “Business has been
ving down there”

V/Ié

The company’s
previous location, 223
North 1st St., was 3,000
square feet, limiting
the ability to display
and store bikes. With a
square footage jump of
4,500, the business can
house more people,
and also show oftf more
inventory. Stewart
also said expanding
operations was ideal
for that larger space to
accommodate more

Bikes on dlsplay inside the new Bicycle Outfitters bu]ldlng in Montrose. (Josue
Perez/Montrose Daily Press)

people along with the
additional space for the
bikes and equipment.
Like other businesses
that offer outdoor ap-
peal, Bicycle Outfitters
benefited from people
taking advantage of
the outdoors due to
the pandemic. In 2020,
sales were up 30%
from 2019, and that’s
continued during the
first quarter of 2021, as
sales have continued at

the same rate (Stewart
attributes some of the
rise in sales to outdoor
interest during the
pandemic).

Currently, the local
shop has four employ-
ees, including store
manager Chris Davis.
Stewart said the plan is
to hire more people to
work at the Montrose
store.
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“We continued to grow every year,” Stewart
said. “We've had ups and downs, like in 2008,
but the last five years we’ve really grown. The
bike industry has really picked up.”

Stewart opened Bicycle Outfitters in 1992
in Grand Junction, and it’s become one of the
older bike shops on the Western Slope. The
Montrose shop opened in 2015, ready to take
advantage of the growing mountain biking
culture that was emerging in the area.

Stewart also credited the outdoor infra-
structure in Montrose, an aspect of the area
that’s grown incredibly in the past half-de-
cade.

Availability helped push the purchase
forward, but proximity to the river trail was
an added bonus, Stewart said. The Bicycle
Outfitters building is located east of the
Colorado Outdoors area and just off North
Grand Avenue.

“It all fell in place like it was meant to be,”
Steward said. “The timing was good.”

Demand for bikes has skyrocketed, Da-
vis said, and Montrose is no exception. In
late-March, early April of last year, demand
outweighed supply, to the point where bike
manufacturers were unable to keep up.

There’s numerous people also looking for
bike repairs, so the new space has benefitted
immediately.

“The new space definitely gives us a lot
more room, for repairs, storage and a show-
room area,” Davis said. “We’ve outgrown our
other spot over the past several years.”

With the building near the bike path, once
bikes are available, plans are in place to
increase the rental business for those inter-
ested in mountain biking or taking a cruise
on the path. Davis added the shop plans to be
involved with trail development in the area.

Bicycle Outfitters offers a variety of ser-
vices, including bike rentals, repairs and fits.
The shop is home to several bike brands, in-
cluding Santa Cruz, Scott, Haro Bikes, Scott,
Giro and more. Another bike brand, Special-
ized, joined the inventory last year.

To learn more, visit gjbikes.com.

Josue Perez is a staff writer for the Montrose
Daily Press



