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Little Blue Creek 
Canyon has a make-
over scheduled starting 
Monday April 19 about 30 
miles from Montrose on 
the east end and Gunni-
son on the west.

Colorado Department 
of Transportation and 
project managers held a 
tour of the project area on 
Friday April 9 for stake-
holders to have a better 
understanding of the proj-
ect called “Little Blue.”

Senator Don Coram 
was in attendance, along 
with Transportation Com-
missioner Kathy Hall, and 
David Coker, chairman 
of a governmental aff airs 
committee in Montrose 
committed to the project.

Federal Highway Admin-
istration-Central Federal 
Lands Chief of Engineering 
Curtis Scott and American 
Civil Constructors Mountain 
West (ACC) Project Manag-
er John Butcher spearheaded 
the tour with CDOT mem-
bers to explain the details of 
Little Blue.

Here’s what to know

Location: Mile points 
123—127

Closures: Full roadway 
closures will be Monday – 
Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
and 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Full roadway closures 
will occur through the night 
Monday–� ursday 7:30 p.m. 
– 6:30 a.m.

Plan your travel around 
the opening windows and be 
prepared to queue at desig-
nated areas.

Weekends will allow for 

full passageway with no 
restrictions or obstruc-
tions from the construc-
tion crew.

Rumble strips are being 
put in place to slow drivers 
down as they approach the 
sharp turns.

When open during the 
week, the road could be 
brought down to one lane, 
such as near the bridge on 
the west end of the project 

Immediate impacts of 
construction

� e largest eff ect on travel-
ers will be the road closures, 
so Montrose Resident Engi-
neer Raelene Shelly suggests 
planning a drive accordingly.

“Allowing extra time to 
take the local detour route 
or extra time to wait out a 
closure are the best options 
for avoiding the closures,” 
said Shelly.

While detours for closure 
are being off ered, project 
team members and CDOT 
have to take into consider-
ation the possible infl ux of 
traffi  c on the alternate routes.

“For 92, which is the local 
detour, we are putting in a 
couple of additional safety 
elements, but we’ll be moni-
toring closely what the traffi  c 
impacts are like,” Shelly said.

“If CDOT sees a huge 

infl ux of traffi  c coming in, 
we’re going to pay attention 
and adjust however we need 
to in order keep the roads 
safe for drivers.”

Improvements will include 
adding 4-foot shoulders to 
each side of the highway; 
fl attening the “blind” curves 
for better sight distance while 
driving; and giving more 
space off  the road for rock 
catchment during construc-
tion.

In terms of the driving 
experience, Shelly said that the 
contractor isn’t getting rid of 
the canyon, but travelers will 
be able to drive through the 
area without stressing about 
what is ahead of them.

“You should be able to see 
around all corners by the time 
we’re done,” said Shelly of the 
canyon.

The improvement is meant 
to eliminate or cut down on 
the average yearly fatalities 
and accidents located around 
mile marker 124 on the US 50 
route.

With closures begin-
ning on Monday April 
19, the project team 
plans to begin work near 
the CDOT building on 
US 50, just past the mile 
marker 124.
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On the heels of a 
successful 2020, Bicycle 
Outfi tters in Montrose 
is the latest company 
to reap the rewards of 
a booming outdoor 
industry.

� e local bicycle shop, 
owned by Brad Stewart, 
who oversees the main 
Bicycle Outfi tters shop in 
Grand Junction, recently 
moved operations to 105 
Merchant Drive, a 7,500 
square foot building that 
off ers increased space 
via a showroom, offi  ces 
and storage room, as 
well as an opportunity to 
expand operations.

Renfrow Realty in 
Montrose completed 
the transaction, and the 
company moved into the 
space April 2.

“We’ve been looking 
to purchase something 
down there the last 
couple years, and the 
building came available 
last year,” Stewart told 
the Montrose Daily 
Press. “Business has been 
growing down there.”

� e company’s 
previous location, 223 
North 1st St., was 3,000 
square feet, limiting 
the ability to display 
and store bikes. With a 
square footage jump of 
4,500, the business can 
house more people, 
and also show off  more 
inventory. Stewart 
also said expanding 
operations was ideal 
for that larger space to 
accommodate more 

people along with the 
additional space for the 
bikes and equipment.

Like other businesses 
that off er outdoor ap-
peal, Bicycle Outfi tters 
benefi ted from people 
taking advantage of 
the outdoors due to 
the pandemic. In 2020, 
sales were up 30% 
from 2019, and that’s 
continued during the 
fi rst quarter of 2021, as 
sales have continued at 

the same rate (Stewart 
attributes some of the 
rise in sales to outdoor 
interest during the 
pandemic).

Currently, the local 
shop has four employ-
ees, including store 
manager Chris Davis. 
Stewart said the plan is 
to hire more people to 
work at the Montrose 
store.

BY CASSIE KNUST
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� e Woodgate realignment 
project is moving full speed 
ahead, according to Mayor pro 
tem Dave Frank.

� e City of Montrose Public 
Works department recently 
fi nished a bid for the project and 
spoke to the council during the 
April 5 work session.

City council is scheduled to 
vote on the construction contract 
award next Tuesday, April 20, 
where council members will con-
sider the approval of more than 
$1.75 million in expenditures for 
construction of the Woodgate 
realignment project.

� e amount would include 
a construction contract to 
Mountain Valley Contracting in 
the amount of about $1,467,983; 
a survey and engineering 
support contract to Del-Mont 
Consultants in the amount of 
$59,100; and Century Link utility 
relocation expenditures totaling 
$225,000.

City Engineer Scott Murphy 
said contractors should be break-
ing ground soon a� er a contract 
is awarded.

“All of their initial work for the 
foreseeable future will not impact 
Woodgate Road,” said Murphy. 
“People shouldn’t see any traffi  c 
impacts out of some shi� s or lane 
closures or things of that nature 
for likely several months.”

Murphy warned there may 
be isolated closures for utility 
crossings, but no major closures 
are yet planned.

Upcoming work would be fo-
cused on utility relocations, some 
demolition work and working in 
the wider open northern end of 
the construction area.

Public Works began rezoning 
the area in February and com-
pleted the zoning in mid-March.

“With the road getting re-
aligned, the property boundaries 
were changing to match the new 
right of way and the new prop-
erty confi guration through the 
project area,” said Murphy.

� e rezoning eff ort is meant 
to accomplish two things: To 
make the new zones match the 
new boundaries and to rezone 
the area along the new Woodgate 
realignment to B2, which is a 
commercial district.

Little Blue is about to undergo some changes
Closures begin Monday April 19

The danger presented to drivers rounding the curves on the highway is a large reason why improvements are being 
made (Cassie Knust/Montrose Daily Press)

City to consider 
Woodgate realignment 

contract award

See WOODGATE page A3

See BLUE page A12

Bicycle Outfi tters
expands operations

Montrose bike shop moves into new building

Bikes on display inside the new Bicycle Outfi tters building in Montrose. (Josue 
Perez/Montrose Daily Press)

See BIKE page A12



“We’re going to go really 
heavy on the west end of that 
bridge (around mile marker 
127) and we’ll have our crews 
coming in,” Project Manager 
John Butcher said of the plans 
to bring down rock peaks in 
order to widen the roads and 
shoulders.

Project team members will 
have a crusher brought in 
from the east end of the proj-
ect to the more open location 
in order to minimize impact 
to local residents when crush-
ing the fallen rock.

Project seasons
There will be two 

seasons to the project: 
The first season will take 
place this year until winter 
arrives.

This first half of the 
project will include the 
full closures. Because road 
damage is anticipated 
throughout the first season 
as they move quickly 
through the canyon, 
Butcher explained that 
winter will be dedicated to 
restoring the road.

“In the winter it’s all go-
ing to be paved, it won’t be 
bumpy or torn up asphalt,” 
said Butcher.

As for road damage 
during the first season, the 
project team is prepared to 
lay down solutions for the 
open passage times.

Butcher anticipates 
patching holes in areas 
to level out the roads for 
the weekend times, but if 
the roads get bad enough, 
they will “rip it out and put 
some good gravel down.”

The second season is 
slated to begin next April, 
when the team will con-
tinue drilling while cars 
pass by the project area. 
This part of the project 
will shift from closures to 
alternating traffic.

Until next April, Butcher 
said that they will be hold-
ing traffic near the east end 
of the construction zone.

There will be a large 
turnaround after the 
bridge by Blue Mesa Res-
ervoir, and project team 
members plan to place a 

flagger to wave everyone 
down if they live nearby, 
where they can drive into a 
queue and turn around as 
needed.

Area cell coverage
CDOT is working to 

ensure there is cell coverage 

in the construction area zones 
for those waiting in traffic 
queue lines, said Shelly.

“Cellular on Wheels” or 
COWs, will be placed on 
both ends of the project zone 
as temporary coverage.

“We will use CDOT’s 
system to install wifi 
through that area so 
people will have wifi to use 
Facebook, email, cellular 
phone calls, wifi calling, 
text messages, etc.,” said 
Shelly, adding that using 
something like YouTube 
will cut the bandwidth for 
other people.

The COW for the west-
ern side is expected to be 
delivered on April 19, but 
Verizon has no plan to 
put any equipment on the 
temporary cell coverage 
device.

“The east side is the 
challenge because we 
have no fiber on this side,” 
Shelly said.

Shelly is working to link 
the fiber by the Blue Mesa 
store on County Road 25 
to the CDOT building, 
where it will then be sent 
over to the cell tower in 
the project zone.

If all goes as planned, 
the tower is slated to be on 
by July 7, complete with 
Verizon equipment.

Hall is pleased with 
the progress of “Little 
Blue” and with everyone 
involved.

“Construction is always 
so difficult and they’ve 
worked so hard to make 
this as accommodating as 
possible,” said Hall.

“I look forward to how 
much it will improve the 
safety for drivers once it’s 
done. There’s been so much 
attention to getting it done 
right, and so as someone 
representing this area, I’m 
very appreciative.”

Cassie Knust is a staff 
writer for the Montrose 
Daily Press.

NABUR is a free online forum to connect with your

community, focus on facts & make a difference.
POWERED BY MONTROSE DAILY PRESS JOURNALISTS

Community Bulletin Group

Locals love local
”After spending months closed due to

effects from the pandemic, the Fox Theater

in Montrose reopened last month with a

slate of new films.”

- Josue Perez., Journalist Product Manager

Food Group

Discussion on Meat-Out Day from

a Beef Producer’s Perspective
“So being a beef provider, several

people have asked me about my opinion

on the Governor’s Meat Out Day.”

- Cally H., NABUR member

Senior Living Group

Services for older adults
“We have counselors in each county who are

there to provide local resources, assistance

and referrals as needed to help older adults

and their families maintain dignity and

independence.”

- Eva V., NABUR member

Agriculture Group

Niagara Community Garden
”Hello, plant people! Just wanted to let you

know that Niagara Community Garden is

taking applications for the 2021 season.”

- Aleta L., NABUR member

Join the Conversation!

get started by visiting: nabur.montrosepress.com
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Get ready for Little Blue:
STAFF REPORT

About 30 miles from Montrose on the east end and Gunnison 
on the west, U.S. 50 is undergoing a major overhaul to improve 
safety through the narrow and winding Little Blue Creek Canyon.
It’s about 4 miles worth of work, but complicated, entailing 
rock-blasting and the efforts of multiple partners. Work is antici-
pated to take until November 2022.
Highway 50 will experience lengthy closures of several hours per 
weekday during the project, impacting residents, businesses and 
travelers, but the Colorado Department of Transportation, Amer-
ican Civil Constructors Mountain West, and Federal Highway 
Administration determined the delays are unavoidable.

Here’s what to know  
Location:
Mile points 123 — 127
Closures:
Full roadway closures will be Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. Full roadway closures will 
occur through the night Monday – Thursday 7:30 p.m. – 6:30 a.m. 
Plan your travel around the opening windows and be prepared to 
queue at designated areas.
Detours:
Detour options during nighttime closures:When US 50 is closed, local 
passenger vehicles and small trucks can use Colorado 92 as a local 
alternate route. All other trucks and recreation vehicles over 70 feet in 
length will need to use I-70 to the north, US 160 to the south, or wait 
for one of the planned openings. Please allow additional time due to 
the restricted open times and single-lane operations.
Vehicles carrying hazardous materials will need to use I-70 to the 
north, US 160 to the south, or wait for one of the planned openings. 
Please allow additional time due to the restricted open times and 
single-lane operations.
CO 92 detour for local traffic only and trucks less than 70 feet in 
length. No hazardous materials will be permitted on the detour.
Benefits: A new design including wider shoulders, better guard-
rail, better sight distances and improved travel time. Road studies 
determined the canyon was the site of several accidents and fatalities 
during the last decade. (Nestled into the cliffside is one memorial 
to some of the victims.) The project also includes additional rockfall 
catchment area, new signs and striping.
Costs and funding: The project is $40 million, with $20 million 
coming from a Colorado Federal Lands Access Program grant and 
CDOT matching that $20 million. The project is in cooperation with 
U.S. Forest Service, Grand Mesa Uncompahgre and Gunnison Na-
tional Forests, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, and the National 
Park Service.
Updates/info:
• Project hotline: 970-340-4333
• Project email: us50LittleBlue@gmail.com
• Project webpage: www.us50info.com
• Project text updates: Text us50 to 21000
• A text message notifications system is available for this project. 
Register for alerts by texting us50 to 21000; charges may apply.
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“We continued to grow every year,” Stewart 

said. “We’ve had ups and downs, like in 2008, 

but the last five years we’ve really grown. The 

bike industry has really picked up.”

Stewart opened Bicycle Outfitters in 1992 

in Grand Junction, and it’s become one of the 

older bike shops on the Western Slope. The 

Montrose shop opened in 2015, ready to take 

advantage of the growing mountain biking 

culture that was emerging in the area.

Stewart also credited the outdoor infra-

structure in Montrose, an aspect of the area 

that’s grown incredibly in the past half-de-

cade.

Availability helped push the purchase 

forward, but proximity to the river trail was 

an added bonus, Stewart said. The Bicycle 

Outfitters building is located east of the 

Colorado Outdoors area and just off North 

Grand Avenue.

“It all fell in place like it was meant to be,” 

Steward said. “The timing was good.”

Demand for bikes has skyrocketed, Da-

vis said, and Montrose is no exception. In 

late-March, early April of last year, demand 

outweighed supply, to the point where bike 

manufacturers were unable to keep up.

There’s numerous people also looking for 

bike repairs, so the new space has benefitted 

immediately.

“The new space definitely gives us a lot 

more room, for repairs, storage and a show-

room area,” Davis said. “We’ve outgrown our 

other spot over the past several years.”

With the building near the bike path, once 

bikes are available, plans are in place to 

increase the rental business for those inter-

ested in mountain biking or taking a cruise 

on the path. Davis added the shop plans to be 

involved with trail development in the area.

Bicycle Outfitters offers a variety of ser-

vices, including bike rentals, repairs and fits. 

The shop is home to several bike brands, in-

cluding Santa Cruz, Scott, Haro Bikes, Scott, 

Giro and more. Another bike brand, Special-

ized, joined the inventory last year.

To learn more, visit gjbikes.com.

Josue Perez is a staff writer for the Montrose 

Daily Press
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