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Little Blue Creek 
Canyon has a make-
over scheduled starting 
Monday April 19 about 30 
miles from Montrose on 
the east end and Gunni-
son on the west.

Colorado Department 
of Transportation and 
project managers held a 
tour of the project area on 
Friday April 9 for stake-
holders to have a better 
understanding of the proj-
ect called “Little Blue.”

Senator Don Coram 
was in attendance, along 
with Transportation Com-
missioner Kathy Hall, and 
David Coker, chairman 
of a governmental aff airs 
committee in Montrose 
committed to the project.

Federal Highway Admin-
istration-Central Federal 
Lands Chief of Engineering 
Curtis Scott and American 
Civil Constructors Mountain 
West (ACC) Project Manag-
er John Butcher spearheaded 
the tour with CDOT mem-
bers to explain the details of 
Little Blue.

Here’s what to know

Location: Mile points 
123—127

Closures: Full roadway 
closures will be Monday – 
Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
and 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Full roadway closures 
will occur through the night 
Monday–� ursday 7:30 p.m. 
– 6:30 a.m.

Plan your travel around 
the opening windows and be 
prepared to queue at desig-
nated areas.

Weekends will allow for 

full passageway with no 
restrictions or obstruc-
tions from the construc-
tion crew.

Rumble strips are being 
put in place to slow drivers 
down as they approach the 
sharp turns.

When open during the 
week, the road could be 
brought down to one lane, 
such as near the bridge on 
the west end of the project 

Immediate impacts of 
construction

� e largest eff ect on travel-
ers will be the road closures, 
so Montrose Resident Engi-
neer Raelene Shelly suggests 
planning a drive accordingly.

“Allowing extra time to 
take the local detour route 
or extra time to wait out a 
closure are the best options 
for avoiding the closures,” 
said Shelly.

While detours for closure 
are being off ered, project 
team members and CDOT 
have to take into consider-
ation the possible infl ux of 
traffi  c on the alternate routes.

“For 92, which is the local 
detour, we are putting in a 
couple of additional safety 
elements, but we’ll be moni-
toring closely what the traffi  c 
impacts are like,” Shelly said.

“If CDOT sees a huge 

infl ux of traffi  c coming in, 
we’re going to pay attention 
and adjust however we need 
to in order keep the roads 
safe for drivers.”

Improvements will include 
adding 4-foot shoulders to 
each side of the highway; 
fl attening the “blind” curves 
for better sight distance while 
driving; and giving more 
space off  the road for rock 
catchment during construc-
tion.

In terms of the driving 
experience, Shelly said that the 
contractor isn’t getting rid of 
the canyon, but travelers will 
be able to drive through the 
area without stressing about 
what is ahead of them.

“You should be able to see 
around all corners by the time 
we’re done,” said Shelly of the 
canyon.

The improvement is meant 
to eliminate or cut down on 
the average yearly fatalities 
and accidents located around 
mile marker 124 on the US 50 
route.

With closures begin-
ning on Monday April 
19, the project team 
plans to begin work near 
the CDOT building on 
US 50, just past the mile 
marker 124.
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On the heels of a 
successful 2020, Bicycle 
Outfi tters in Montrose 
is the latest company 
to reap the rewards of 
a booming outdoor 
industry.

� e local bicycle shop, 
owned by Brad Stewart, 
who oversees the main 
Bicycle Outfi tters shop in 
Grand Junction, recently 
moved operations to 105 
Merchant Drive, a 7,500 
square foot building that 
off ers increased space 
via a showroom, offi  ces 
and storage room, as 
well as an opportunity to 
expand operations.

Renfrow Realty in 
Montrose completed 
the transaction, and the 
company moved into the 
space April 2.

“We’ve been looking 
to purchase something 
down there the last 
couple years, and the 
building came available 
last year,” Stewart told 
the Montrose Daily 
Press. “Business has been 
growing down there.”

� e company’s 
previous location, 223 
North 1st St., was 3,000 
square feet, limiting 
the ability to display 
and store bikes. With a 
square footage jump of 
4,500, the business can 
house more people, 
and also show off  more 
inventory. Stewart 
also said expanding 
operations was ideal 
for that larger space to 
accommodate more 

people along with the 
additional space for the 
bikes and equipment.

Like other businesses 
that off er outdoor ap-
peal, Bicycle Outfi tters 
benefi ted from people 
taking advantage of 
the outdoors due to 
the pandemic. In 2020, 
sales were up 30% 
from 2019, and that’s 
continued during the 
fi rst quarter of 2021, as 
sales have continued at 

the same rate (Stewart 
attributes some of the 
rise in sales to outdoor 
interest during the 
pandemic).

Currently, the local 
shop has four employ-
ees, including store 
manager Chris Davis. 
Stewart said the plan is 
to hire more people to 
work at the Montrose 
store.
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� e Woodgate realignment 
project is moving full speed 
ahead, according to Mayor pro 
tem Dave Frank.

� e City of Montrose Public 
Works department recently 
fi nished a bid for the project and 
spoke to the council during the 
April 5 work session.

City council is scheduled to 
vote on the construction contract 
award next Tuesday, April 20, 
where council members will con-
sider the approval of more than 
$1.75 million in expenditures for 
construction of the Woodgate 
realignment project.

� e amount would include 
a construction contract to 
Mountain Valley Contracting in 
the amount of about $1,467,983; 
a survey and engineering 
support contract to Del-Mont 
Consultants in the amount of 
$59,100; and Century Link utility 
relocation expenditures totaling 
$225,000.

City Engineer Scott Murphy 
said contractors should be break-
ing ground soon a� er a contract 
is awarded.

“All of their initial work for the 
foreseeable future will not impact 
Woodgate Road,” said Murphy. 
“People shouldn’t see any traffi  c 
impacts out of some shi� s or lane 
closures or things of that nature 
for likely several months.”

Murphy warned there may 
be isolated closures for utility 
crossings, but no major closures 
are yet planned.

Upcoming work would be fo-
cused on utility relocations, some 
demolition work and working in 
the wider open northern end of 
the construction area.

Public Works began rezoning 
the area in February and com-
pleted the zoning in mid-March.

“With the road getting re-
aligned, the property boundaries 
were changing to match the new 
right of way and the new prop-
erty confi guration through the 
project area,” said Murphy.

� e rezoning eff ort is meant 
to accomplish two things: To 
make the new zones match the 
new boundaries and to rezone 
the area along the new Woodgate 
realignment to B2, which is a 
commercial district.

Little Blue is about to undergo some changes
Closures begin Monday April 19

The danger presented to drivers rounding the curves on the highway is a large reason why improvements are being 
made (Cassie Knust/Montrose Daily Press)

City to consider 
Woodgate realignment 

contract award

See WOODGATE page A3

See BLUE page A12

Bicycle Outfi tters
expands operations

Montrose bike shop moves into new building

Bikes on display inside the new Bicycle Outfi tters building in Montrose. (Josue 
Perez/Montrose Daily Press)

See BIKE page A12


