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Montrose County Courthouse • 320 South First Street • Montrose, CO 81401
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• Issue and Replace Ballots •  Vote on Electronic Machine and Disabled Access Unit

Hours of Operation:
October 26 - November 2 • Monday - Friday • 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

ELECTION DAY 
Tuesday, November 3 • 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Vacancies
fewer for 
retail space

BY PAUL WAHL 

MONTROSE PRESS MANAGING EDITOR

Empty shelves are the nemesis of  retailers large and small. 
Ask WalMart and Target, which have both been struggling 
with the issues in recent years.

Similarly, empty retail storefronts can be an issue, particu-
larly in a city such as Montrose, which fi nances much of  its 
city operations with retail sales tax.

While there are a number of  key va-
cancies in and around the downtown 

area, those who keep tabs on the com-
ings and goings say things are much 
improved.

“Montrose has a long history as a com-
mercial center, and we are still that to-
day,” said Lance Michaels, who heads the 
city’s Downtown Development Authority. 
“We’ve been through some very rough 
times.”

Michaels said the retail sector is mak-
ing a strong comeback, but there’s still 
room for improvement.

“We defi nitely have some dark spac-
es, all around town, not just on Main 
Street,” Michaels said.

Longtime Montrose real estate broker 
John Renfrow said there are about half 
the vacancies that existed a year ago.

“We bottomed out in the fi rst two quar-
ters of  2011,” said Renfrow, who leases or 
represents owner of  many of  the prime 
retail spots. “We can now say we are trending up.”

Renfrow said commercial properties listed for under rough-
ly $300,000 are selling well, but owners aren’t getting what 
they were prior to the downturn.

He cited a 1,500 square-foot property at 1140 North 

Less expensive properties selling;
higher-cost inventory remains

“We 
defi nitely 
have some 
dark spaces, 
all around 
town, not 
just on Main 
Street.”

Lance Michaels, 
Montrose 

Downtown 
Development 

Authority

See VACANCIES, page A5

Above, Manny 
Hinojosa, left, 
and Carri 
Carles hand 
out handfuls of 
candy to trick 
or treaters 
during the 
Trunk or Treat 
Family Friendly 
Halloween 
Alternative at 
Friendship Hall 
on Saturday. 
Right, 
volunteers from 
Crossroads 
Victory Church 
fi ll buckets of 
candy to be 
handed out to 
trick or treaters 
during the 
event. 
(Photos by Nate 
Wick/Daily 
Press)

Bringing out the Halloween candy

El Niño’s blessing 
may be mixed for area
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

A strong El Niño projected for this
winter could bring stacks of  snow to
the southern mountains, but when it
comes to the Gunnison Basin’s water
picture, odds are “50-50” for benefi ts.

“For us in the Gunnison Basin, we al-
ways say it’s pretty much 50-50. We’re
just kind of  right in the middle of  
whatever direction the storm tracks
bring,” said Erik Knight, a hydrologist 
with the U.S. Bureau of  Reclamation.

“El Niño has brought us good years 
and El Niño has brought us not good
years. It’s not a good indicator for the
Gunnison Basin,” he said.

Whether the moisture system brings
snow to Montrose is also hit or miss.

“Typically, you see southern areas
being favored. We typically see the
San Juans and southern areas being
favored for better snowfall, but the
northern areas see a drier than nor-
mal (winter),” said Matthew Alkesa, a

The snow level is creeping lower above downtown Ouray, a sure sign winter is on its way. 
The El Niño weather pattern could bring bountiful snow to the San Juan Mountains,
meteorologists and hydrologists say. To the north, the Gunnison River Basin might not 
benefi t as much. (Paul Wahl/Montrose Press)

See BLESSING, page A7

Western-style event 
benefi ts ministry

The Hope Chapel Choir from the Delta Correctional Center perform during the
fundraising dinner Friday night at Crossroads Victory Church. (Richard Reeder/Daily 
Press)

BY RICHARD REEDER

DAILY PRESS NEWS EDITOR

The Hope Chapel at the Delta 
Correctional Center received a boost 
on Friday night.

More than 200 people attended a 
Western-style barbecue at Crossroads
Victory Church in Montrose. The 
event benefi ts the work of  Pastor
Tim Bergstrom, who leads the chapel 
through an organization called Good
News Jail and Prison Ministry.

“I’m pleasantly surprised by the
turnout, I thought we got a late start 
with our advertising,” Bergstrom
said. “But the emails from the volun-
teers said we had 240 tickets sold, so it

has been amazing the support we are 
getting.”

Crossroads Pastor The Rev. Chris 
Peterson said the church, which of-
fered its facilities for the event, is an
active supporter of  Bergstrom and
the prison ministry.

“Our church has been very active 
raising money for the prison min-
istry,” he said. “We also have many 
people who go to the prison and help
teach life classes.”

Peterson said his congregation has
developed a great relationship with 
Bergstrom and the inmates he pas-
tors. Delta holds around 470 inmates

See MINISTRY, page A12
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THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS UNDERWRITTEN BY THE OFFICE OF BUSINESS AND TOURISM MARKETING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Tickets: $25 (available through eventbrite.com) VISIT: http://thelarkandsparrow.eventbrite.com. For more information, call 970-417-0414.
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Call Now to Schedule 
your Cleaning Appointment!

Townsend, just north of  
downtown, that recently 
sold for $90,000 and has 
since become the home 
of  Jimmers Restaurant.

The building was sold 
in 2005 for $239,000.

Renfrow expects that 
when the bulk of  the 
cheaper properties are 
gone, buyers will be-
gin taking a more seri-
ous look at the pricier 
properties.

Among the higher pro-
file vacancies on Main 
are the former Around 
the Corner Gallery at 
443 and 447 Main and 337 
Main, formerly Wild Rose 
Apparel. Around the cor-
ner on North Townsend, 
the former home of  
Jean’s Westerner sits 
empty as well.

That 18,777 square-foot 
building is listed for $1.2 
million.

Another vacancy could 
crop up downtown when 
Great Harvest Bread 

ceases operation. 
Outside of  downtown, 

the prize property is ar-
guably 105 Merchant 
Drive, former home 
of  Grand Mesa Motor 
Sports, which shuttered 
its operation more than a 
year ago.

The 6,788 square-foot 
building is listed for 
$800,000.

Renfrow said a key to 
selling any commercial 
property sounds simple 
– finding the right buyer
– but it isn’t always that
easy.

Private brokers such 
as Renfrow and the city 
work closely to market 
the available properties.

“They are a valuable 
partner in the process,” 
Renfrow said. “The coun-
ty is also good to work 
with.”

Renfrow said that 
since the city controls 
such things as licens-
ing, signage, zoning and 
even Americans With 
Disabilities Act require-
ments, it makes sense to 
have them in the process 

from the get-go.
Michaels said he views 

the process of  filling va-
cancies as part of  the 
entire economic pack-
age the city offers anyone 
wishing to locate here.

“It also has to be the 
right fit,” Michaels said.

That often means 

finding business own-
ers who can morph their 
businesses to fit the his-
toric context that reigns 
in downtown. 

And it means that prop-
erty owners have to be 
willing to upgrade the 
properties to attract in-
vestors. Such things as 

an inviting facade, up-
dated HVAC and electri-
cal systems and oth-
er improvements help 
immensely.

“No one wants to do 
tenant improvements on 
a dump,” Michaels said. 

Optimism seems to be 
everywhere.

Michaels noted that a 
good number of  com-
panies are looking at 
Montrose but declined to 
name names due to the 
delicacy of  negotiations. 
He hinted that at least 
one more national restau-
rant chain may be in the 
works.

VACANCIES
FROM PAGE A1

Walchle Ranch Partnership eschewed the traditional “for rent” sign on its property at the corner of Uncompahgre and 
Main in downtown Montrose. The buildings formerly housed Around the Corner Art Galley. (Paul Wahl/Montrose Press)

Colorado classroom is nation’s 
most advanced woodworking lab

PEYTON (AP) — When the Peyton
school district superintendent heard 
about a woodworking instructor who
was shaking things up in Oregon, he 
decided to bring the man and his pro-
gram to Colorado. “I was looking for 
something for these kids to grab on
to,” Superintendent Tim Kistler said.
“I saw what Dean (Mattson) was doing, 
and I said we need it here.”

In Oregon, Mattson partnered with
industry leaders and created in-de-
mand woodworking classes that drew 
hundreds of  students.

Now, he’s attempting to make light-
ning strike twice by converting an 
abandoned schoolhouse in Peyton —
northeast of  Colorado Springs — into 
a manufacturer’s oasis with enough 
professional equipment for experts to 
deem it the most advanced woodwork-
ing lab in the country.

Students from Peyton Junior High
and High School, along with a few 
teens from surrounding rural areas, 
file into their lofty classroom stocked 
with the best tools and machinery in
the world. Donning protective glass-
es, the students check in with their
instructor, Dean Mattson, and get 
cracking on their projects — a small 
cabinet.

“I never thought I’d be able to do
this,” said 15-year-old Josh Gonzales as 
he looked over his cabinet design.

Mattson gestured to the swarm of  
banners on the walls listing more than
30 industry partnerships that fund and
provide materials for Peyton’s wood 

manufacturing program.
“This is what makes it possible,” he

said. “It’s not your dad’s woodshop.”
When Mattson became an educa-

tor seven years ago, he found himself  
wrestling with one question: How can 
we make woodworking sexy?

Mattson was a successful business-
man who broke into wood manufactur-
ing education in Oregon. His business-
oriented mind thought to partner with 
industry leaders who donated pro-
fessional equipment in exchange for
training potential future employers —
the students.

With exciting new machinery and 
the lure of  high-paying jobs after grad-
uation, Mattson’s woodworking class
filled up quickly with more than 500
students on the waiting list.

When Kistler, superintendent for 
Peyton School District 23-JT, heard 
about Mattson’s program in the Pacific
Northwest, he dreamed of  bringing a 
similar class to Colorado.

In February, Mattson made the move
from Oregon to Peyton to spread his 
wood manufacturing philosophy to
Peyton High School’s 200 students.

About $700,000 of  donated equipment
from corporations around the world 
outfitted the former cafeteria of  an 
abandoned school down the road from
Peyton High School with top-notch ma-
chinery and tools.

Classes started in August with 40
students getting bused to the lab for
Mattson’s two-hour classes throughout 
the day.
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