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FOCUS ON WHAT
REALLY MATTERS.

With Alpine Bank’s mobile app, you can bank at your convenience,
which means more time for everything else.

Member FDIC

XNLV334899

$10 TUESDAY
ANY LARGE PIZZA $10
CALL AHEAD 970-249-7300 USE OUR 

PICK-UP WINDOW (1421 OGDEN RD.)
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‘The product just isn’t  
there to have six screens.’

Cinema taking time off  A3

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MONTROSEDAILYPRESS @MONTROSEPRESS

CLOSES
Iconic restaurant 

... again

DOC 
inmates 
drain jail 
resources
• Sheriff wants state to chip in 
more
• Testifies before Coram-led 
committee
• Other jails in 7th JD not see-
ing same issues

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

The reimbursements the 
Montrose County Jail re-
ceives from the state for 
holding Department of  
Corrections detainees simply 
is not enough, Sheriff  Rick 
Dunlap said.

“The bad part is, this fis-
cal year, we get $54.39 a day 
after the first three days. 
They don’t pay anything the 
first three days,” Dunlap 
said last week, fresh back 
from testimony before the 
state’s County Courthouse 
and County Jail Funding 
and Overcrowding Solutions 
Interim Study Committee.

Further, what the state pays 
after three days in no way 
covers the costs of  keeping 
its inmates, which Dunlap 
said is about $131 per day.

In addition to those de-
tained on local allegations, 
charges and/or convictions, 
the Montrose County Jail is 
also where those who violate 
their parole or conditions of  
community corrections sen-
tences are held for transport 
to DOC.

The state, said Dunlap, is 
not always prompt in collect-
ing its inmates.

“I don’t have a contract 
with the state to house DOC 
inmates,” he said. “We’ve got 
people who have been sitting 
there for 75 days, 78 days. The 
newest ones have been there 
15 days. I understand they 
have to have a place to take 
those people, but I don’t feel 
it’s fair, because we have to 
house those people and our 
taxpayers have to foot the ma-
jority of  the bill for housing.”

The reimbursement paid 

‘The longer they 
stay here, the more 
money the citizens of 
Montrose (pay).’

Alan Miller
Jail administrator 

See DOC page A4

Defense: Cartel forced 
man into drug trade

See page A14

Meet the captain

See page A12

See page A13

Sports guy’s 
disdain  
for preseason

The Red Barn Restaurant on East Main Street in Montrose has closed its doors again. It is now listed for sale through Renfrow Realty for 
$449,888, including the building, name and equipment, according to real estate agent John Renfrow. (Matt Lindberg/Montrose Daily Press)

• Montrose mayor, former employee  
reflect on restaurant’s history
• Sisters purchased restaurant in 2015
• Business listed for sale

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG AND MATT LINDBERG

EDITOR@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

A “Montrose icon” is again up for 
sale, with one owner opting for retire-
ment, while the other has moved on 
to another opportunity.

Carolyn Etheridge-Taggart, who 
with her sister, Barbara Jackson, 
owns The Red Barn, decided to close 

the East Main Street restaurant last 
week.

It is now listed for sale through 
Renfrow Realty for $449,888, includ-
ing the building, name and equip-
ment, according to real estate agent 
John Renfrow.

“I closed it Tuesday (Aug. 1),” 
Etheridge-Taggart said. “It was more 
because of  my health situation. It 
wasn’t financial. It was just more 
employees. … I lost all of  my kitch-
en help. I only had four employees 
and you can’t run (a restaurant) with 

Co-owner cites health reasons for shutting down

See ICONIC page A4

‘A lot of people had great meals 
there and great fellowships, good 
times and made long-lasting 
friendships.’

Bruce Grigsby
Resident/former Red Barn employee

Adam
Highlight

Adam
Highlight



A4   TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2017                 LOCAL MONTROSE DAILY PRESS

X
N
L
V
3
3
7
8
1
1

Regardless of how well a service is provided, it should be allowed that a BETTER way exists!

1544 Oxbow Dr. #101, Montrose, CO

Peg Evanoika
970.209.3934

Realtor@PegEvanoika.com

Ginny Blaylock
970.209.1203

Ginny@GinnyBlaylock.com

Pamela LaPointe
970.209.0991

PamelaLaPointeRealtor@gmail.com

$259,000

1244 CHAMP LANE
OURAY

OURAY TOWNHOME ON THE RIVER
2 BR 1.5 BA, recently remodeled kitchen and baths. 

Turn key with furnishings included. 
Excellent investment property!

MLS#730567

2218 FELLOWS DRIVE
MONTROSE

 FIRST CLASS HOME IN WORLD CLASS LOCATION
Check out this 4000 sq ft (nearly) home in The Bridges of the Black 

Canyon Golf Community. This 5 bedroom, 3 bath, 3 car garage home is 
full of hardwood, granite, and marble and wonderfully tall ceilings! 

It features a master suite on the main fl oor and another on the lower 
level as well. Beautiful views and privacy! MLS#734097

$41,900

4133 WATERFALL DRIVE
MONTROSE

FABULOUS HOME SITE
In The Brook with San Juan views. Almost an Acre.  

Irrigation. City  amenities. Come see!
MLS#725890K

Michael Underwood
970-318-6577

Michael@BetterRealEstateServices.com

$453,000

15841 5790 ROAD
MONTROSE

TOTALLY REMODELED!
3,582 sq ft., home 5 bedroom/4 bath/3 car garage 

on 6.5 acres. 1 share irrigation
MLS#731455

$449,900

PRICE REDUCED

NEW PRICE

is “way under” the ac-
tual cost of  keeping 
DOC inmates here, Jail 
Administrator Alan 
Miller said.

“The longer they 
stay here, the more 
money the citizens 
of  Montrose (pay). 
It’s sort of  a circular 
kind of  problem. We 
take them in; the state 
doesn’t have the hous-
ing for them, or delays 
movement, and each 
day they delay move-
ment, our county is 
losing half  the cost of  
keeping them here, or 
more,” he said.

Not every jail in the 
7th Judicial District 
has the same level of  
problem. 

The Gunnison 
County Jail doesn’t 
house many inmates 

from other jurisdic-
tions, Sheriff  Rick 
Besecker said, and 
state inmates haven’t 
posed a problem for his 
county.

“We haven’t had any 

complications like that 
(Montrose’s) at all,” he 
said.

Delta County Sheriff  
Fred McKee also said 
the situation is differ-
ent in his territory.

“We don’t have the 
same concerns, nec-
essarily, as Montrose 
does. We’re not full. We 
haven’t been full and 
therefore, although we 
probably would like to 

be compensated a little 
bit higher, we’re able 
to hold them (state in-
mates) and accept what 
the state’s willing to 
pay,” he said.

The San Miguel 
County sheriff  could 
not be reached for com-
ment Monday. The 
district’s remaining 
counties, Ouray and 
Hinsdale, do not have 
their own jails.

Sen. Don Coram, 
R-Montrose, chairs the 
state’s interim study 
committee on jail fund-
ing and overcrowding 
solutions. Coram said 
previously that, be-
tween federal mandates 
and other issues, coun-
ty jails find themselves 
up against the wall.

Dunlap said it ap-
peared to him as 
though committee 
members understood 
the bind in which he 
finds himself. 

“They (state) should 
at least reimburse us 
for the actual costs as-
sociated with housing, 
per person, per day,” he 
said.

Federal mandates in-
clude inmate classifi-
cation systems that are 
seen as ultimately re-
quiring more bed space 
so that inmates can be 
separated appropriate-
ly in terms of  risk level 
and other factors.

“When we get a lot 
of  DOC inmates, they 
have to go through 
the same procedure as 
far as classification,” 
Dunlap said.

“It’s taking up beds. 
When we do get peo-
ple in on local charges, 
we can’t meet the 

classification require-
ments. Then to think 
we don’t even get reim-
bursed for what it costs 
us to house them. All 
of  the liability is on 
us.”

The state level of  
compensation for 
housing DOC inmates 
doesn’t address the 
risks associated with 
doing so, Miller said. 
For example, if  a staff-
er is injured by such an 
inmate, it’s the respon-
sibility of  Montrose 
County.

“It’s not a good situ-
ation. Speeding up the 
transition of  these peo-
ple out of  here would 
be wonderful,” Miller 
said.

But, he added: “I 
don’t see that happen-
ing anytime soon.”

Dunlap said he hopes 
something comes of  
the study committee’s 
work.

“The ideal thing 
would be that they 
move these people in a 
timely manner and get 
them out of  our jail,” 
he said.

“I was cautiously op-
timistic we’re going to 
see some changes come 
out of  this. I don’t 
think that everybody 
was aware, No. 1, of  
how much we are being 
reimbursed and, No. 
2, the amount of  time 
these people spend in 
our county jails.”

Katharhynn 
Heidelberg is an 
award-winning jour-
nalist and the senior 
writer for the Montrose 
Daily Press. Follow 
her on Twitter at @
kathMDP.

Montrose County Sheriff Rick Dunlap testifies before the state County Courthouse and 
County Jail Funding and Overcrowding Interim Solutions Committee in Denver the 
week of July 31. (Submitted photo/Montrose County)
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four. It was a really hard decision, 
but it is what it is.”

Etheridge-Taggart and Jackson 
bought The Red Barn, a long-time 
Montrose staple, in 2015. 

The restaurant had also undergone 
a change of  ownership, followed by 
closure, in 2014. 

Montrose Mayor Judy Ann Files 
on Monday night said she was disap-
pointed to hear the restaurant had 
closed its doors again, noting she 
and her family patronized it a lot 
over the decades, specifically in the 
1970s and ’80s.

“It gave you a warm, fuzzy feel-
ing. That used to be the place to go,” 
Files said, recalling stories of  John 
Wayne visiting the restaurant while 
filming ‘True Grit.’ “The Red Barn 
was important to a lot of  us at one 
time.”

For Files, The Red Barn is a good 
representation of  Montrose’s past.

“It’s historic a bit, but there’s also 
some nostalgia,” she said.

Longtime resident Bruce Grigsby 
washed dishes, cooked and tend-
ed bar when he worked at The Red 
Barn from 1980-1996. He said it was a 
place where a lot of  wonderful mem-
ories were created.

“It was a long-standing great com-
munity institution,” said Grigsby, 
who now writes a biweekly opin-
ion column for the Montrose Daily 
Press. “A lot of  people had great 
meals there and great fellowships, 
good times and made long-lasting 
friendships.”

Grigsby said The Red Barn had a 
great atmosphere when he worked 
there.

“It didn’t matter if  you were a mil-
lion-dollar celebrity or just a working 
guy, you got treated like you were very 
special,” he said.

The Red Barn has changed hands 
throughout the years. Fritz Hanna 
opened it in the 1960s. He eventual-
ly sold it to Montrose’s Ted Nelson 
(now of  Ted Nelson’s Steak House), 
who later sold it to now legendary 

local retired radio personality Jim 
Kerschner. It was then sold to Chuck 
and Leslie Presby in the early 2000s. 
The restaurant closed in late 2014, 
but in 2015 was bought by Etheridge-
Taggart and Jackson, who previous-
ly operated 2 Sisters Gastro Pub in 
Montrose.

Jackson left The Red Barn about five 
months ago for a different work oppor-
tunity, Etheridge-Taggart said, but re-
mains half-owner of  the property.

“It’s still two sisters. It always will 
be,” she said.

They had intended to give the Red 
Barn new life, making it “a new state-
ment, a new Red Barn,” she added.

“It was wonderful. The Red Barn 
is such an icon of  Montrose and the 
community was very, very supportive. 
I’m going to miss a lot of  our custom-
ers, I really am,” Etheridge-Taggart 
said.

Katharhynn Heidelberg is an 

award-winning journalist and the 
senior writer for the Montrose Daily 
Press. Follow her on Twitter at @
kathMDP.

Matt Lindberg is the managing ed-
itor for the Montrose Daily Press and 
an award-winning journalist. He’s a 
University of  Kansas graduate with 
years of  experience in the news busi-
ness, as well as a father of  two and 
a husband. Follow him on Twitter @
MattLindberg.

The Red Barn co-owner Carolyn Ethridge-Taggart, right, talks to Teri, left, and Richard Alford during the restaurant’s opening in 
2015. The restaurant recently closed again. (Montrose Daily Press file photo)
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‘I was optimistic 
we’re going to 
see some changes 
come out of this. 
I don’t think that 
everybody was 
aware, No. 1, of 
how much we are 
being reimbursed 
and, No. 2, the 
amount of time 
these people spend 
in our county 
jails.’

Rick Dunlap
Montrose County sheriff

No obituaries or 
death notices today


