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Elect DOUG CASEBIER
MONTROSE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – D#3

✔ Proven Leadership & Life Experience.              

✔ Integrity that has Stood the Test of Time.
SEE AD ON PAGE 3 FOR MORE INFO

Paid for by the ELECT CASEBIER COUNTY COMMISSIONER COMMITTEE
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Strawberry, Raspberry or Apple Stu� ed French Toast

Specialty Crepes with Eggs • Steak and Eggs • Bacon, Avocado & Cheddar Croissant
Crab Cake or BLT Eggs Benedict • Build Your Own Omelet • Quiche

Breakfast Chili Relleno or Blue Corn Huevos with Eggs

BRUNCH Every Sunday 9am-2pm

Cooked fresh to order - prices ranging from $5 to $14
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Few details yet in toddler’s death
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

Montrose Police officials 
are for now unable to discuss 
specifics concerning the ho-
micide of  a 2-year-old girl, 
but are reassuring the public 
that the case is being actively 
investigated.

“We’re putting the case 

together. We’re still inves-
tigating details and inter-
viewing parties,” Montrose 
Police Cmdr. Gene Lillard said 
Thursday.

Because of  where the inves-
tigation is, police are not able 
to provide many details, he 
said.

Tobi Joan Doyle of  Montrose 
died at Children’s Hospital in 

Denver early Feb. 13. 
Police responding to a medi-

cal distress call at a Roma 
Court address here Feb. 12 
found the child unrespon-
sive. Officers and paramed-
ics performed CPR on her 
and brought her to Montrose 
Memorial Hospital. From 
there, Tobi was airlifted to 
Children’s, where she was 

declared dead hours later.
Tobi died from non-acci-

dental, blunt force trauma to 
skull and brain, the Montrose 
County coroner found after an 
autopsy was conducted. Her 
manner of  death was listed as 
homicide.

Funds have been set up to 
help commemorate the toddler.

A memorial fund in her 

name has been set up at 
Alpine Bank in Montrose, 
which has two branches; one, 
at 2770 Alpine Drive and the 
other, at 1400 E. Main St.

A “Family Memorial for 
Tobi Doyle” on gofundme.com 
seeks to raise money for a me-
morial to be placed near the 
grave of  Tobi’s paternal great-
grandparents in Rangely.

Olathe FFA members Cassie Franks, left, and Audrey Stansberry have Olathe Middle School sixth-graders stick their hands and arms 
in a bucket filled with ice and water to teach them about hypothermia. The exercise was part of the AG Safety Day activities. (Richard 
Reeder/Daily Press)

Ag Safety Day teaches students to survive
BY RICHARD REEDER

DAILY PRESS NEWS EDITOR

In small towns like Olathe, life re-
volves around farming and ranching. 
But there are perils that young people 
need to be aware of  to keep themselves 
and others free from harm.

To that end, the Olathe Future 
Farmers of  America hosts Ag Safety 
Day at the FFA facility at the school. 
FFA members and community 

members teach Olathe Middle School 
sixth-graders about safety around wa-
ter, animals and equipment.

“This day is about showing kids 
what to do around horses, if  electrical 
wires are down and about being in the 
water,” FFA member Cassie Franks 
said. “This is a small community and 
we have had accidents and lost people. 
It weighs heavy on the hearts of  many 
when those things happen.”

Franks and Audrey Stansberry were 

teaching a group about water safety. 
They had the sixth-graders stick their 
hands and arms in a bucket filled with 
water and ice to demonstrate how hy-
pothermia can occur. Rancher Larry 
Franks taught about handling horses 
and other farm animals.

The Olathe Fire Department was 
teaching about fire safety and another 
group of  FFA members was running 

Coffee warehouse operation grinds to a halt
BY PAUL WAHL

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS MANAGING EDITOR

The owner of  a coffee ware-
house operation north of  
Olathe has confirmed the busi-
ness has closed and the facil-
ity is for sale.

Bert Von Roemer, presi-
dent and owner of  Serengeti 
Trading Co. in Dripping 
Springs, Texas, announced 
the move to the Daily Press 
through an intermediary.

“It just didn’t work out,” Von 
Roemer said through his real 
estate agent John Renfrow.

Plans for the 77,792 square-
foot facility were announced 
in May 2013. Coffee from all 
over the world was expected to 
be warehoused at the former 
Louisiana-Pacific building.

Although Von Roemer kept 
an extremely low profile, ini-
tial projections were the facil-
ity would employ 10 to 15 peo-
ple with up to 50 in the coming 
years.

Von Roemer purchased the 
facility through Renfrow for 
$500,000. It is listed for $2.8 
million.

The structure was in poor 
condition and had been 
stripped of  copper fixtures 
used in the 1985 building. 
Robert Lawrence was hired 
as construction manager and 
told the Daily Press at the time 
it would take a year to bring it 
back online.

According to a 20-page pro-
spectus prepared by Renfrow, 
the building includes partial-
ly finished office space and a 

finished high-end apartment 
with 5 bedrooms, three bath-
rooms and wood cabinetry 
throughout.

The 42.59-acre parcel is 
fenced with a security gate, 
has a large concrete and as-
phalt parking area and is de-
signed to pull two full railcars 
inside the warehouse, accord-
ing to Renfrow.

Von Roemer and his fam-
ily have been part-time 

residents of  Telluride since 
2010. According to a bio of  his 
published on the Telluride 
Mountain School website, 
he started Serengeti in 2000 
along with the Serengeti 
Foundation, a nonprofit dedi-
cated to the conservation of  
land and the protection of  ani-
mals of  the earth.

Von Roemer was quoted in a 
Wall Street Journal article in 
July 2014 commenting on the 

age of  coffee futures. He said 
roasters were sitting until the 
beans “get cheap enough and 
people start roasting them 
again.”

According to one source, 
Louisiana-Pacific’s sawmill 
operation on the property 
opened in 1987 and employed 
120 workers with an annual 
revenue of  $48 million. The 
mill had been producing ori-
ented strand board, an engi-
neered wood particle board 
formed by adding adhesives 
and then compressing layers 
of  wood strands (flakes) in 
specific orientations.

The announcement of  the 
permanent closure came in 
May 2002. Operations had been 
curtailed in 2001 due to market 
and wood supply conditions. 
The mills 79 employees were 
offered severance packages.

In 2000, OSHA had had as-
sessed Lousiana-Pacific $95,000 
in penalties, the most serious 
a “willful violation,” failure to 
prevent hazardous amounts of  
wood dust and process residue 
from accumulating throughout 
the production area and venti-
lation ducts.

Built in 1987 as a Louisiana-Pacific mill, this facility just off Highway 50 north of Olathe became the home of 
a coffee wearhouse business in 2013. It was recently closed and is for sale. (Paul Wahl/Montrose Daily Press)
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Residents 
achieve 
better 
mobility
BY DEVIN O’BRIEN

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS STAFF WRITER

Some Montrose residents reached 
better mobility, and did so one step 
at a time.

The first section of  Montrose’s 
Matter of  Balance Class reached 
completion on Wednesday.

Reaching the end of  the eight week 
program designed to prevent fall-
ing in older adults by strengthening 
core muscles and providing informa-
tion on how to avoid dangerous situ-
ations, each participant received a 
certificate of  completion if  they at-
tended at least five out of  the eight 
classes, according to course instruc-
tor Juli Messenger. 

Everyone in the first local run 
of  the eight-week program attend-
ed at least seven out of  the eight, 
and three participants had perfect 
attendance.

A wait list after the first class 
reached its maximum capacity 
resulted in a second class being 
established. 

While there are no more class-
es scheduled in Montrose for the 
near future, the program will re-
turn to the city in the winter of  
2016. A class is currently planned for 
Tuesday March 1 in Delta, with oth-
ers planned to take place in Ouray 
County, the West End, Gunnison and 
Lake City by the end of  June.

See MOBILITY page A3


