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JOIN US FOR CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:00A.M. TO 2:00 P.M.

The Chamber of Commerce building on East Main Street is under contract to be sold after two years on 
the market. (Richard Reeder/Montrose Daily Press)

Chamber building under sale’s contract
• Building has been for sale for two years
• Renfrow unable to disclose buyer
• Business market on the upturn

BY RICHARD REEDER

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS SPORTS EDITOR

After two years on the market, the Chamber 
of  Commerce building is under contract to be 
sold. The building on East Main Street will 
soon house new occupants.

“The contract has just been entered into,” 

John Renfrow of  Renfrow Realty said. “Now 
they are going through due diligence to ensure 
everything is correct.”

Renfrow said a future closing date has been 
arranged. Renfrow said the buyer has asked to 
remain anonymous.

“We have a confidentiality clause in the deal, 
so I can’t release the buyer’s name,” he said. 
“But after two years I am excited to have this 
property under contract.”

Clean bill 
of health in 
brownfield studies

• The Environmental Protection Agency in 2014 awarded the
City of Montrose $400,000

• Grant’s irst phase was recently completed
• Jan. 19 open house planned

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

The rusting, dilapidated Bullock Power Plant building hulked 
as an eyesore within view of  the Uncompahgre River for years. 

Like other locations, it suffers from the perception that it is 
contaminated, but, as a grant-funded assessment program has 
revealed, that reputation is undeserved.

The Environmental Protection Agency in 2014 awarded the 
City of  Montrose $400,000 to assess so-called “brownfield” areas 
like the former power plant site. 

Initial assessments of  participating properties revealed no 
contaminants, City of  Montrose Program Coordinator Erica 
Weeks said Dec. 29.

“It’s freeing up these properties that appeared to be untouch-
able because of  the fear that there is contamination on the prop-
erty,” Weeks said.

A brownfield is property that has had adverse effects from 
hazardous chemicals, or oil and gas, she said.

The city’s grant was for the purpose of  assessing possible 
brownfield sites with the voluntary participation of  interested 
property owners, the city can work with property owners to lo-
cate additional money to be used for cleanup.

“It’s important to note the EPA assessments are voluntary. A 

See CHAMBER page A3
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Are you interested in a  
CAREER IN REAL ESTATE?

CLASSES BEGIN JANUARY, 5TH 5:30-9:30PM
Keller Williams Colorado West Realty

1521 Oxbow Dr. Ste. 120

For more information contact Marge Phelps (970) 252-8528

Montrose County Invites 
You to Celebrate 

Commissioner Ron Henderson 
and Commissioner David White!  

Save the date for a social hour to say “thank you” 

to both commissioners for eight years of dedicated 

service.  Appetizers and soft drinks provided.  There 

will be a cash bar available. Please join us on January 

6th from 4-6pm at the Bridges. 

 Please call 970-252-4505 
with any questions.

X
N
L
V
3
0
8
8
8
0

CPA

Hayes R. Ullemeyer
Certi� ed Public Accountant

Accounting • Income Taxes • Business Analysis

Discounts Available

970.252.8900 • 800.456.1040
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STUDIES
FROM PAGE A1

property owner volun-
teers to have property as-
sessed. No authority is 
granted to anyone to do 
anything until that prop-
erty owner says contin-
ue,” Weeks said.

The grant’s first phase, 
recently completed, 
looked at the history of  
the properties’ owner-
ship and uses it in or-
der to identify potential 
impacts that would re-
quire further study. The 
assessments included 
walk-throughs and ex-
amination of  physical 
evidence.

“If  physical evidence 
or historical evidence 
presented itself, it could 
trigger a Phase II assess-
ment. It’s a benefit to the 
community because it 
allows us to repurpose 
these properties that 
appear to have health 

and safety concerns on 
them,” Weeks said.

“A lot have sat here 50 
or 60 years with the ap-
pearance of  problems 
… but it’s coming back 
with either the impact is 
minimal and able to be 
cleared up, or non-exis-
tent. It really improves 
property value.”

In addition to the 
Bullock Plant coming 
away with a clean bill of
health, the formerly va-
cant site where Sharing 
Ministries’ new food 
bank sits also came back
as having experienced
no adverse impact. 

The property had been 
vacant over concerns of  
contamination, accord-
ing to city information.
Sharing Ministries is 
able to better serve the
community at the site, 
where it has a larger, 
more accessible building
than it did before.

“It’s really a great ex-
ample of  how property 
has been sitting vacant

or underutilized with 
the perception of  im-
pact. Now we’re repur-
posing it for an amazing
community use,” Weeks 
said.

The city will bring 
the public up to date on 
brownfield assessment 
results during a Jan. 19 
open house.

Residents can learn 
about the project, the 
work completed since 
the grant award and pro-
vide input. Contractors 
will detail the improve-
ments made at assessed
properties.

The open house 
is from 4 - 7 p.m. at
Proximity Space, 201 E.
Main St. A formal pre-
sentation starts at 4:15
p.m., with leftover time
for public input.

Addressing vacant 
and under-used sites fits
with the Uncompahgre
River Master Plan of  
2011, which is a guide 
for future developments 
that would enhance the 

river corridor.

“This supports the 

river master plan; it 

supports economic de-

velopment by utiliz-

ing these (properties),” 

Weeks said. “It promotes 

health and safety of  the 

community.”

The city touts as other 

rewards from the assess-

ment enhanced quality 

of  place, improved tax 

base, increasing proper-

ty values and tourism, a 

better environment and 

community pride.

Montrose recently ap-

plied for another round 

of  Brownfields Project 

funding and should 

know in the fall whether 

it was successful, Weeks 

said.

For more informa-

tion, contact Weeks at 

eweeks@ci.montrose.

co.us.

To comment on this story,  

visit montrosepress.com
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troublesome in the past, but that 
has changed.

“The roundabout at Sunnyside 
and Hillcrest appears to have re-
lieved a lot of  the congestion in 
that area,” he said. “So we haven’t 
had as many accidents there as we 
have in the past.”

Two other intersections Lillard 
identified as a concern are on the 
San Juan Bypass.

“The intersection of  San Juan 
and Park Avenue is troublesome. 
We have had one major accident 
there in the summer,” he said. 
“Then the intersection of  San 
Juan and 6450 Road has had some 
accidents.”

The configuration of  those two 
intersections creates the issues, 
Lillard said, because it’s hard to 
see traffic coming east and west 
on San Juan Road when trying to 
turn from those two streets.

Police encourage 
better practices 

Lillard said there are steps peo-
ple can take to avoid car accidents.

“We try to tell people that even 
if  they are approaching a green 
light they need to be checking both 
ways at the intersection,” he said. 
“Hesitate for just a moment and 
that will help keep people safe.”

Lillard said people are not used 
to the increase in traffic in town, 
noting that creates the need for 
more defensive driving. He add-
ed the MPD is stepping up its ef-
forts on the busy parts of  South 
Townsend Avenue.

“We are increasing patrols 
watching for speeding and reck-
less driving on that corridor of  
South Townsend,” he said. “We 
have handled incidents of  road 
rage, people just not being courte-
ous to fellow drivers.”

Distracted driving is also a 
growing problem in Montrose as 
people use their cellphones in the 
car more frequently these days, 
the police commander said.

“Driving and talking on the 
phone is not against the law in the 
state of  Colorado,” Lillard said. 
“But texting and driving is, and 
the MPD will pull you over and is-
sue a citation or warning.”

But, Lillard said catching people 
texting is harder than people  

may think.
“People are good at watching

for a marked police car and not
texting while they drive,” he said. 
“But we have unmarked units that 
will pull up along side someone 
who is texting. They will wave 
them to the side and issue a cita-
tion or warning.”

Lillard added issuing a citation 
isn’t MPD’s first priority, though.

“We aren’t issuing that many ci-
tations,” he said. “We issue warn-
ings and people are cautious when 
they see a police car.

What else can be done?

City Engineer Scott Murphy 
said the issues on South Townsend 
Avenue aren’t easy to alleviate due 
to two factors.

“The intersection at South 
Townsend and 12th Street is a 
major concern because it is mis-
aligned,” he said. “The Colorado 
Department of  Transportation 
sought funding for that intersec-
tion, but it wasn’t a high priority 
and didn’t get the funding needed.”

Murphy said South Townsend 
Avenue is a result of  growth and 
improper planning for access 
points to a residential area. 

“There are more intersections 
and that has increased the poten-
tial for accidents,” he said. “But 
now we can’t close off  access 
points because that would close off  
access to businesses and we can’t 
do that.”

Murphy pointed to the inter-
section of  Montrose Drive and
South Townsend as one area that 
grew and wasn’t planned for high
amounts of  use.

“There has been residential de-
velopment on Montrose Drive and 
that has increased traffic at that 
intersection,” he said. “But we
can’t put a traffic signal up there
because there would not be enough 
space between it and the ones sur-
rounding it. A traffic signal there 
would cause backups at the other
intersections.”

Murphy said the city is taking
some steps to help ease traffic on 
the major roadways. He said he ex-
pects the City Council to approve 
design contracts for two upcoming 
projects.

“We are working on the design 
for the extension of  Hillcrest from 
Niagara south to Oak Grove,” he 
said. “Then we are working on the 
contracts for the roundabout at 

Miami and Hillcrest.”
Murphy said he expects con-

struction on those two projects to 
begin in 2018.

Montrose Mayor Rex Swanson 
said the City Council sees the 
needs to help with traffic, but in 
some instances, doesn’t have the 
ability to change things.

“We are doing something at 
Miami and Hillcrest because we 
have had petitions from residents 
to get something done there,” he 
said. “But we have no control over 
the access points on Townsend 
Avenue. We have to partner with 
CDOT for anything done along 
that corridor.”

Parking lot problems

Intersections aren’t the only 
problem, though, as Lillard said 
parking lots also cause issues.

Lillard indicated the parking lots 
of  major retailers along Townsend 
Avenue are seeing high amounts 
of  accidents.

“We have had about 35 accidents 
in the Walmart parking lot. It can 
be a dangerous place. We have had 
many fender benders and door 
dings there,” he said of  2016. “The 
parking lots of  City Market at both 
ends have a lot of  accidents as 
well.”

Lillard said the MPD may not be 
aware of  all the accidents in those 
parking lots since drivers may just 
exchange information without fil-
ing a report.

“The drivers may just exchange 
information, but if  we are called, 
we will investigate the accident, he
said. “Once we investigate, we’ll is-
sue citations if  there is cause. We
can determine fault and then issue 
the citations.”

Moving ahead

The key to driver safety, accord-
ing to Lillard, is people just be-
ing courteous to each other on the
road.

“Being courteous is very im-
portant. Show respect and friend-
liness to other people,” he said.
“If  they need to get into anoth-
er lane and they are signaling,
let them get in. That little bit of
friendliness can go a long way to
preventing something bad from 
happening.”

To comment on this story, visit montrosepress.com

The Montrose Police Department has labeled the intersections on South Townsend as the most dangerous for city 
drivers. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)
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Renfrow said this is a 
sign that the Montrose 
market is making a 
rebound.

“We are seeing good 
activity in the business 
real estate market. We 
are the last market in 
Colorado to finally see 
a turn around,” he said. 
“The building across the 
street from the Chamber 
building has been 
bought by Coffee Trader, 
so things are moving.”

Renfrow said there are 
many factors causing 
the Montrose market to 
begin to be active.

“The new Mayfly de-
velopment has played a 

part in it,” he said. “And 
the residential market’s 
good recovery helps the 
business environment.”

Renfrow added the 
commercial leasing 
market has been on the 
upswing.

“I have almost no 
space to lease be-
cause there are many 
Telluride builders leas-
ing space down here,” 
he said. “So to be out 
of  warehouse space is 
a good indicator of  a 
healthy market.”

Incoming Chamber 
President Brad Oberto 
did not return calls 
for comment and oth-
er Chamber board 
members declined to 
comment.

For Trump, 
the 1980s still 
hold relevance

NEW YORK (AP) — Bobby Knight. Don King.
Sylvester Stallone.

Many of  President-elect Donald Trump’s cultur-
al touchstones, which he’d frequently name-drop 
at campaign rallies and on Twitter, were at their
peak in the 1980s — the decade Trump’s celebrity
status rose in New York, Trump Tower was built, 
“The Art of  the Deal” was published and he first
flirted with running for public office.

The “Go Go 1980s” of  New York were spurred by 
Wall Street’s rise. It was a brash decade in which 
excess was the norm and ostentatious displays of  
wealth and power were celebrated in pop culture
and among Manhattan’s elite. And while much of  
what defined the 1980s has since gone out of  style,
Trump has seemingly internalized its ethos, which
is reflected in the decor of  the Trump Tower lobby
and the celebrities he stood alongside during the 
campaign.

An outer-borough New York developer trying to
prove himself  across the East River, Trump always 
sought approval of  Manhattan’s ruling class and
was eager to make a name for himself, according 
to those who tangled with him during that forma-
tive decade.

In the 1980s, as Trump came of  age as a public
figure, he opened up a refurbished Grand Hyatt on
42nd Street, took over the long-stalled renovation
of  Central Park’s ice skating rink and purchased 
the New York-area team in the fledgling United 
States Football League.

He fashioned himself  into a regular in the gossip 
pages, playing the city’s tabloids off  each other as
he promoted his personal brand. He also took his
first steps onto the national media stage, making
his debut on “60 Minutes” in 1985. The long-run-
ning news magazine broadcast has continued to 
hold a special place in his heart. Several times at
rallies, Trump invoked a “60 Minutes” segment he 
had just watched and he gave his first post-election 
interview to the show last month. That show was 
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