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April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

Report child abuse and neglect, 
Stand Up for Kids and 

Call 844-CO-4-KIDS

Help Our Community Stop Child Abuse Now.

tand Up for Kids and 
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Happy Easter!

Businessman hopes Montrose will run on Dunkin’

Music of the stars

•Band to play an array of pop-
ular songs
•Members bring years of
experience
•Wouters starts new band, 
new business

BY MATT LINDBERG

MATTL@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

The start of 2018 was pretty 
crummy for Montrose’s own Rusty 
Wouters, to say the least.

He found himself without a 
band, as he said fellow members 
of Montrose’s popular outfit Dave’s 
Fault decided it would be best to 
go in a different direction without 
him. And within days, he found 
himself without a place to put his 
chiropractic skills to use.

“I’m not going to lie, it was rough. I 
was down, and I was a little bitter ini-
tially,” said Wouters, who had a prolif-
ic 2017 playing shows in and around 
Montrose as the lead vocalist for his
former band.

But the musician and chiropractor 
didn’t waste much time. On the same 
day he found out he was bandless,
and with his fiancée’s encouragement, 
he decided to make the most of the
opportunity and put together a new 
group.

He approached his friend Mike

Beck in early January about drum-
ming in a new band, and though 
Beck initially declined because he
was too busy, Wouters got lucky with 
his first ad on Craigslist. It got the at-
tention of the person who became his
lead guitarist. 

“I could just tell it was someone 
who was on a mission,” said “ZIN,”
the man who has been known by
the moniker in Southern California 
music circles for years. “It wasn’t an 
open-ended post like ‘dude, let’s jam
on 4/20. My mom leaves at 5 p.m.’ 
So I immediately had some margar-
itas, because I was at a restaurant at 

the time, and sent (Wouters) this epic 
text.”

ZIN, who got his nickname de-
cades ago because a friend saw a tat-
too on his arm that has the initials of 
his three boys, Zach, Isaiah and Noah, 
met with Wouters within days of their
social media exchange. They quickly
discovered they had quite the connec-
tion personally and musically.

And as fate would have it, keyboard-
ist Tom Hemenway later saw a post
by Wouters on Facebook’s Montrose 
Message Board, and after a month of

New Montrose band
Neon Sky readying to

dazzle community 
on April 14

Neon Sky members Rusty Wouters, left, Mike Beck, Tom Hemenway and ZIN pose 
for a photo on March 28 outside of an office on Niagara Road, where the band 
rehearses. (Sydney Warner/Montrose Daily Press)

Rusty Wouters, left, sings and plays bass, while Mike Beck, right, drums and lends 
his vocals to a March 28 Neon Sky rehearsal. The band was playing ‘Closing Time.’
(Sydney Warner/Montrose Daily Press)

See STARS page A7

“One of the reasons it works 
is because ahead of time 
everyone knew what the goal
was. We’re a working band 
that plays songs everyone is
going to love.”

Rusty Wouters
Neon Sky lead singer/bass player

Beyond coal:
Tri-State touts 

renewable energy milestone

•Transmission association draws on wind, sun,
water
•Entity is No. 1 generation co-op for solar
•Patterson: Tri-State pricey, moving too slow

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

The power wholesaler that helps keep lights burning
in Montrose is broadly associated with coal — but that’s 
not the only energy source in Tri-State Generation and
Transmission Association’s wheelhouse.

Between its utility-scale projects, and those undertak-
en by the nearly four dozen cooperatives it serves, 30
percent of energy consumed by its members came from 
renewable sources in 2017.

Collectively, that is enough to power half a million
rural homes, Tri-State spokesman Lee Boughey said.

“Between Tri-State and our utility-scale projects and 
our member systems, a significant amount of the en-
ergy that rural consumers use today is coming from 
renewables,” he said. “A little more than half of our 
members have local renewables in place or under 
development.”

From member-level projects, about 143 megawatts 
of power was being generated in 2017. Combined with 
Tri-State’s projects, 1,155 megawatts of renewable re-
sources were available last year.

The renewable energy mix includes solar, wind and
hydropower.

On the utility scale, there’s the Twin Buttes II 
wind project near Lamar, and on the sunny side, the
30-megawatt San Isabel Solar Project near Trinidad.

Twin Buttes II is a 75-megawatt project that upped 
Tri-State’s total wind portfolio to about 367 megawatts, 
Boughey said.

Tri-State leads the pack in its industry for solar.
“Tri-State is the No. 1 generation and transmission

cooperative in the country for solar energy. We have 85
megawatts of solar power in place and 30 megawatts of
that is located in southern Colorado (near Trinidad), 
with another 55 megawatts of solar in New Mexico,”
Boughey said.

Hydro generation is also in the mix.
“Since Tri-State was formed back in 1952, Tri-State 

has received power from the federal government 

See COAL page A3
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•New Dunkin’ Donuts only 
one on Western Slope
•Renfrow, city create per-
fect location
•Fellow donut shop not 
worried

BY MONICA GARCIA 

MONICAG@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

Montrose will be home to 
the first Dunkin’ Donuts on 
the Western Slope because of 
an Arizona man’s passion for 
business.

“For me it’s about community, 
it’s about the team that we have 
— system-wide we probably 
have (1,700-1800) employees — 
and the relationships that I have 
with the people I work with, 
the guests that we serve, it’s a 
really fun business,” said Bert 
Hayenga, CEO of First Cup, do-
ing business as Dunkin’ Donuts. 

“We make a lot of people hap-
py being in the Dunkin’ Donuts 
business.” 

Established in 1950, Dunkin’ 
Donuts has over 12,500 restau-
rants in 36 countries. There are 
about 20 locations on the Front 
Range, but the Montrose one, 
set to open later this year, is 
unique in that it will also feature 
a Baskin-Robbins. 

To find the appropriate lo-
cation, First Cup enlisted the 
assistance of Renfrow Realty. 
Although some work is need-
ed to prepare the building, 
the team settled on 1803 S. 
Townsend Ave. for the new 
business (next to Comfort 
Dental at the intersection of 

South Townsend Avenue and 
Niagara Road).

Born and raised in Phoenix, 
Hayenga has been on the busi-
ness scene since age 15 when 
he purchased his first company, 
which was a special events rent-
al business that later grew to be 
the largest tent-rental operation 
in the Southwest, he said.  

He studied business at 
Arizona State University and 
after another business ven-
ture, owning Creative Leather 
Furniture (a leather manufac-
turing and selling company), 
in 2008, he and a few investors 
started First Cup. The group 
committed to open 72 Dunkin’ 
Donuts franchises in Arizona, 
but over time the reach went 
into other states. 

Hayenga said he and his team 
have opened up about 60 lo-
cations in Nevada, California, 
Arizona and Colorado; another 
seven are in some form of devel-
opment with 10 to 15 opening 
in the next 36 months. 

Hayenga said he really likes 
everything about Colorado, 

(Left) Walking around the recently 
sold property on the corner of 
Niagara Road and South Townsend 
Avenue, Adam, left, and John 
Renfrow talk about the new Dunkin’ 
Donuts and Baskin-Robbins planned 
for the space in Montrose. (Sydney 
Warner/Montrose Daily Press)

Bert Hayenga. (Submitted photo)

See DUNKIN’ page A11

Ellie
Highlight



March 28

• William Walker, parole violation.
• Brandon Huff, failure to appear.
• Darin Harper, domestic violence, criminal mischief.
March 29
• Hector Longoria-Bravo, failure to appear.
• Jonathan Ripley, warrant arrest.
• Troy Collins, mittimus.*

• April Hall, mittimus.*
Note: The arrest blotter lists initial allegations as pro-

vided by the Montrose County Sheriff ’s Office, not for-
mal charges. It shows who was booked into the Montrose 
County Jail, which several law enforcement agencies use. 
“Mittimus” is when a person has been sentenced after his 
or her court hearing or trial. This is paperwork that is 
generated by the courts and sent to the sheriff ’s office let-
ting the jail know how much time the individual has to 
spend in jail. 
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DCMH Pulmonologists Can Help 
With Breathing & Lung Problems

Marcela Abuid, MD
Board Certified 

Pulmonologist/Critical Care

With DCMH since 2011

Sara Knutson, MD
Board Certified 

Pulmonologist/Critical Care

With DCMH since 2004

Short wait times for patient referrals.

Self referrals accepted  - Call (970) 399-2635.  

The DCMH Pulmonary Clinic is at 1450 Burgess St. in Delta.

Complete Pulmonary Function Lung Test Evaluation

Fiberoptic Bronchoscopy
Perform diagnostic lung bronchoscopy for diagnosis

and staging of lung conditions

Inpatient Hospital Consults
Provide pulmonary and critical care consultations for inpatients

Full Time Clinic Hours Monday - Friday in Delta, CO

Phone Number for Clinic Appointments and

Physician Consults  (970) 399-2635

Dr. Abuid is fl uent in Spanish - Se Habla Español

Delta County Memorial Hospital - The Care You Need From People You Can Trust - Close to Home

• Asthma, COPD

• DOT & DOL Evaluations

• Shortness of Breath

• Sleep Apnea & Sleep Disorders

• Recurrent Bronchitis or

   Pneumonia

• Pulmonary Hypertension

•  Lung Cancer - Diagnosis
Staging & Treatment Referral  

• Persistent or Chronic Cough

• Occupational Lung Disease

Extensive list of Pulmonary Clinic services at deltahospital.org

Outpatient Pulmonary Clinic with Excellent Reputation
Evaluate, diagnose and provide treatment/management of adult

patients with common and uncommon respiratory diseases such as:

X
N

LV
37

27
01

XNLV374289

XNLV378658

MARTINEZ 
DMEA Board District 2

Governor candidate in Montrose
Montrose Daily Press Managing Editor Matt Lindberg, left, 
chats with Doug Robinson, a Republican candidate for 
Colorado governor, during a recent interview at the MDP’s 
office. Look for the story in an upcoming edition. (Sydney 
Warner/Montrose Daily Press)

adding his company has another 
location in Colorado Springs and 
has plans to eventually open one in 
Grand Junction. Hayenga said the 
Colorado market has been watched 
for some time, and Dunkin’ Donuts 
opened up the area for develop-
ment. After getting the OK from 
Dunkin’ Brands Group Inc., the par-
ent company of Dunkin’ Donuts and 
Baskin-Robbins, Hayenga said his 
company did research in Montrose 
and decided this would be the best 
location.

“It’s just a great little town,” 
Hayenga said. “... The more time 
I spend there, the more I like 
Montrose.” 

Realtor John Renfrow said he was 
happy the national brand was com-
ing to town and filling a space that 
didn’t have the best reputation years 
ago.

“I’m totally pumped. I’m excited 
that they’re coming into Montrose,” 
Renfrow said, adding the space will 
be remodeled by First Cup. “It’s nice 
to finally see that corner cleaned up. 
Going from what it was to what it 
is today, it will be a destination for 
Montrose ...

“Dunkin’ Donuts and Baskin-
Robbins arrival demonstrate the fur-
ther evidence of Montrose’s econo-
my blossoming …”

Because Hayenga does not live in 
the area he was reliant on residents 
and the city to help find the perfect 
location. The site chosen ended up 
being the most logical place, he said, 
adding everyone has been extreme-
ly helpful. 

The location of the future shop 
was at one time the Q&T conve-
nience store and gas station. After 
closing, the location remained va-
cant until 2015 when the property 

was purchased and remodeled. 
The south end of the establishment 
houses Comfort Dental, which will 
remain in that location. 

Construction of the Dunkin’ 
Donut/Baskin-Robbins side of 
the building will start this month; 
The building will also feature a 
drive-thru.

“John and Adam Renfrow … have 
been absolutely fabulous to work 
with,” Hayenga said, adding his 
thanks to City Manager Bill Bell and 
other city staffers for their efforts. 
“(They’re) probably the most thor-
ough real estate broker I’ve worked 
with. We are very pleased with the 
amount of information and help that 
we’re getting from literally everyone 
involved.” 

This location will be the first 
Dunkin’ Donuts/ Baskin-Robbins 
combo for Hayenga and his team, but 
they are excited. The Dunkin’ Donuts 
and Baskin-Robbins location will of-
fer the full line of products. 

This is the second time a Baskin 
Robbins will be in Montrose. From 
the early 1980s to the 2000s, the 

hard-serve ice cream spot was located 
across from Montrose High School. 

Hayenga said his store will em-
ploy about 20 to 30 full and part-time 
employees. One employee who is fa-
miliar with the business will come 
in to help train and set up the shop 
but Hayenga said the company will 
be hiring local and is always looking 
for good managers/shift leaders/crew 
members to grow with the company. 

Although there is no set open date 
yet, Hayenga said he’s looking to 
move as quickly as they can. 

“We are very excited to be open-
ing in Montrose,” Hayenga said. “For 
myself and our team we’re looking 
forward to spending time there and 
everybody we’ve met in that commu-
nity has been overwhelmingly nice, 
friendly and helpful.” 

Monica Garcia is the Montrose 
Daily Press’ news editor. A Colorado 
native, she studied journalism at 
Metropolitan State University of 
Denver. Her experience includes time 
at the Montrose Daily Press and The 
Denver Post. Follow her on Twitter  
@MonicaGarciaMDP. 

What about the local doughnut shop?
The upcoming arrival of Dunkin’ Donuts in Montrose isn’t anything Montrose Donuts 
& Deli is concerned about, according to Manager Linda Taing.

“We don’t have any like conflict or any obstacles because our shop is very unique, 
(how) we make our fresh doughnuts,” Taing said. “(Customers) really enjoy our 
unique doughnuts that are coming out. So our doughnut is very different than the 
other shop.”

The doughnut shop, 1011 S. Townsend Ave. in Montrose, opened last July and 
has had a very consistent business, especially mornings Thursday through Sunday, 
Taing said. But because the shop also offers sandwiches, there is a consistent flow 
of customers in the afternoon as well, she added. 

The company, which brought its recipes over from California, makes its doughnuts 
fresh every day, Taing said. She emphasized the shop’s customers really like the 
type of doughnuts offered. 

Montrose Donuts closed down for about a month and people really missed it, 
Taing said. Customers have taken note of the customer service — the staff of four 
knows the regulars by name and friendly to everyone who walks in the door.  

“We just want to thank all the customers who come in and support us,” Taing said. 
“We love being here.”
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