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5 CLEARANCE SALE!

970.964.6168

CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!CLEARANCE SALE!
Going on Now Thru April 28th

4134 N Townsend Ave � Montrose, CO 81401

Clearance items include - Wood and gas stoves, inserts, grills, firepits and more! 
While supplies last call or come by for details.

Move-In Spring Specials!
Assisted Living private apartments are ready for you to call home... 

Move in by April 30th and we’ll pay for up to $500 of your  
packing and moving expenses or take 50% of the deposit. 

XNLV322697

Schedule a tour today!  
Contact Denise Swanson, 

Resident Director and mention this ad.

The Homestead at Montrose  

1819 Pavilion Drive, Montrose  970.252.9359

Big 5 
to arrive
Sporting goods chain opening  

Montrose location

Spring playtime
These horses, seen in a corral along Chipeta Road Thursday afternoon, were getting a little feisty as they played 
together in the warm sun. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

County running 
numbers for 
event center
• Work session delayed as staffers look at inances

• Facility under construction

• Arena has foes, friends

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

Montrose County staff  members are taking ad-

ditional time to crunch numbers for a more turn-

key-ready arena and event center.

Commissioners planned to meet at work session 

Thursday to go over the budget required to open 

a fully operational facility, which is now under 

construction. 

At a similar session last week, commissioners 

heard from several staff  members as to the price 

of  parking areas and other amenities, with the 

goal of  deciding what to include in the center. 

The facility is being constructed at a cost of

about $9 million, but possibly an additional $4 mil-

lion or more is required to add amenities, accord-

ing to recent estimates.

Thursday’s discussion was postponed, though, to 

allow staffers to gather more information.

“The bottom line is, finance doesn’t have the 

numbers,” Commissioner Keith Caddy said. 

“They’re concerned about the cost and how it will 

directly affect the operations of  the county down 

the road. They just don’t have all the numbers 

they’re comfortable with.”

Caddy and Commissioner Roger Rash came 

into office after the county signed a contract for 

the event center. They have expressed opposi-

tion to the amount of  money involved, with Rash 

last week stating he wasn’t sure whether he’s 

willing to spend any more, given what the coun-

ty must add on top of  the construction contract. 

Commissioners also ordered a business plan to be 

developed.

Incumbent Commissioner Glen Davis said the 

event center will have an estimated economic im-

pact of  $40 million once it is established. He point-

ed to widespread support in the equestrian com-

munity and beyond, although the project also has 

vocal opponents.

To comment on this story, visit montrosepress.com

Mickey,
Minnie 
and music
McEuen 
performing in
Montrose tonight, 
Saturday

BY MATT LINDBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS

MANAGING EDITOR

Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse have an untold love 
story that singer-songwrit-
er Nathan McEuen plans to 
share with Montrose this 
weekend.

The musician, who 
is set for a 7 p.m. con-
cert at Healthy Rhythm 
Community Art Gallery tonight 
and Saturday, was inspired by his 
interactions with officials from 
The Walt Disney Company. He 
was asked in 2009 to perform at a 
memorial service in California in 
honor of  the late Wayne Allwine, 
who was the voice behind Mickey 
Mouse from 1977 until his death.

“It was on the Disney lot, and 
the whole place was packed,” 
McEuen recalled. “All of  the 
Disney voice characters, Donald, 
Goofy, Daisy, all of  them were 
there with their families. It was 
very touching.”

That day he forged a friend-
ship with Allwine’s widow, Russi 
Taylor, who has voiced Minnie 
Mouse since 1986.

“She was very sweet,” he said. 
“She said ‘you’re mine’ in the 
typical Minnie voice after we 
performed.”

In 2013, Taylor presented 
McEuen with her late husband’s 
banjo. She told him Allwine 
loved to play the instrument and 

wanted it to be played again, add-
ing she believed he could put it to 
good use.

Oh, and he did. McEuen’s latest 
album, “Side by Side,” has three 
songs inspired by Allwine and 
Taylor’s love. Two of  the songs, 
“Mice (Part 1) ‘They Meet’” and 
“Mice (Part 2) ‘The Magic’” open 
the album.

“It’s really a one-of-a-kind ban-
jo. It has this Mickey head on the 
neck, and that in itself  is pret-
ty unique,” McEuen said. “I did 
these songs as a way to say thank 
you for such a wonderful gift 
Russi wanted me to have.”

There’s also another song that 
closes the album, which came 
from a conversation with Taylor.

“‘Pictures of  You in My Heart’ 
were the last words she said he 
told her before he passed away,” 

McEuen said. “He said, ‘I have 
pictures of  you in my heart.’”

Of  course the Disney-inspired 
songs are only part of  what 
McEuen has planned for this 
weekend. The artist said peo-
ple should come to the show 
ready for good music and an 
experience.

“I have seven albums, so I will 
perform my favorites from those 
and some new music,” he said. 
“What I think people can ex-
pect is an Americana show with 
stories from all over, from my 
past. Expect stories that span 
generations.”

Although he’s only in his 
30s, McEuen has plenty of  ex-
periences that make for good 

See MUSIC page A3

• Opening date pending

• Corp. purchases former Hastings location

• Economic boost anticipated

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

The former Hastings building won’t be empty 
much longer.

Big 5 Sporting Goods, a national retailer found-
ed in California, purchased the space at 2201 S. 
Townsend Ave. formerly occupied by the now de-
funct bookstore, music and novelty shop. The City 
of  Montrose and real estate agent John Renfrow con-
firmed the sale Thursday. Renfrow said renovations 
are to begin in April, though a projected opening 
date hasn’t been made available.

Representatives from Big 5 did not immediately re-
turn calls for comment Thursday.

Big 5 will be another anchor store between south-
ern Montrose shopping and downtown businesses, 

See BIG 5 page A3

Singer-songwriter Nathan McEuen is set to perform on Friday and Saturday at
Healthy Rhythm Community Art Gallery in Montrose. (Submitted photo/Nathan
McEuen)
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San Juan church of Christ
1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C

Montrose, CO 81401 | (970) 249-8116

Premillennialism - Part 2
What Does God’s Word Say About . . .

Please send any comments, questions, or requests for a Bible study to: 
info@sanjuanchurchofchrist.org

XNLV313524

This article continues a three part series on the false doctrine of Premillennialism. This is a dangerous doctrine that is accepted 
by the majority of denominations as truth.  First, it is dangerous due to the fact they teach  the church is only temporary.  They also 
teach the church is not the spiritual kingdom in which Jesus rules [presently] as King sitting at the right hand of God (Hebrews 1:3-
4,8,13). If you minimize the importance of the church [kingdom] in salvation, it would not matter which church you are a member of 
according to the false teachers, and those who fellowship them.  (Ephesians 4:4-6, 5:23; 1 Cor. 15:24, 25).
     Secondly, this false doctrine teaches that the Jews have a different way of being saved than the Gentile.  Jesus said, “unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).  Paul wrote, “For
ALL OF YOU who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are ALL one in Christ Jesus.  And IF [there is a choice] you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise”(Gal. 3:27-29).
     In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians he explained that the barrier between Jew and Gentile has been removed. Both Jews and 
Gentiles (all nations) are reconciled in the body, the church, thereby becoming members of God’s household (Eph. 2:11-19). Folks,
according to scripture there is no “special” way  that the Jews will be saved when Christ returns. We all have to be obedient in the
same way before Christ  returns (2 Thess. 1:7,8).

The church [kingdom] was prophesied in the Old Testament as an eternal kingdom and the eternal purpose of God. “Now it
will come about that in the last days the mountain [government] of the house of the Lord will be established as the chief of the
mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations [Gentile] will stream to it.  And many peoples [Jews] will come and
say, ‘ Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord’...For the law will go forth from Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” 
(Isa. 2:2,3). “The house” of God is the church (1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Peter 2:5). The church began on Pentecost, and the apostle Peter
said the events on that day ful�lled the prophecies in the Old Testament
regarding the “last days”.  Peter said that “the last days” are the days from the cross to the time when Christ returns (2 Peter 3:3,4).

A second prophecy from the Old Testament was the “Branch” [Messiah] would build the “temple of the Lord”, where He would 
rule on His throne as priest(Zech. 6:12, 13). We learn that this was ful� lled in Jesus who is NOW a priest ruling on His throne.  
Scripture says that God’s temple, which He would build, is speaking of the church (1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Cor. 6:16; Hebrews 3:6, 9:11). The
church makes known God’s wisdom according to His eternal purpose. The church was not an unplanned substitute, but part of God’s
eternal purpose (Eph. 3:10,11).  God is glori�ed in the church throughout all ages.  Therefore, this leaves no room for the church to 
be replaced by a later kingdom age (Eph. 3:20,21).There are  many more prophecies concerning the church [kingdom] found in the 
Old Testament contrary to the teaching of Premillennialism, which claims that the
church was not planned or prophesied.

To degrade the importance of the church is to degrade the blood of Jesus which was shed to purchase the church (Acts 20:28).To
deny that the church had a place in God’s eternal plan is to deny that Jesus’ death had a place in God’s eternal plan (1 Cor. 2:6,7; 
Eph. 3:3-6).
     Religious people today, including Premillennialists, often malign the importance of the church.  They say, “You don’t need to be a 
member of the church to be saved.” They claim “We need to preach Christ, not the church.”
They also say, “It doesn’t matter what church you join as long as you’re sincere.”  Such statements might make sense, if in fact the 
church was just a temporary, last
minute change in God’s plans. They do want to preach the kingdom, but they believe that the kingdom will come after Christ
returns.  If they realized that the kingdom exists now, and that it IS the church, then they would appreciate the importance of the
church and see the need to preach both Christ and the church!
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M E M O R I A L H O S P I T A L

M o n t r o s e H o s p i t a l . c o m

Congratulations 

on Your Retirement

Please join us as we honor Francie Smiles, 

for her nine years of service at MMH as

the San Juan Cancer Center Resource

Coordinator & more! 

Join us Wednesday, April 5

Open House: 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.

San Juan Cancer Center

MONTROSE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL CONGRATULATES 

FRANCIE SMILES

Congrats Francie Smiles_1C  3/13/17  5:28 PM  Page 2
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Move-In  

Spring Specials!

Assisted Living private apartments are 
ready for you to call home... 

Move in by April 30th and we’ll pay for 
up to $500 of your packing and moving 

expenses or take 50% off the deposit. 

Schedule a tour today!   
Contact Denise Swanson, Resident Director 

and mention this ad.

The Homestead at Montrose 
1819 Pavilion Drive, Montrose CO 81401 
970.252.9359 • dswanson@voa.org 
www.homesteadatmontrose.org

The Community

Reads the 

Classifieds!
Place Your Ad Today.

249-3444

STAFF REPORT

The driver suspected of  slamming 
into a Delta school bus earlier this
week is accused of  driving without a
valid license, failing to yield and care-
less driving.

Samuel R. Rascon, 48, of  Hobbs, New
Mexico was allegedly behind the wheel 
of  a pickup that rear-ended the school
bus Monday morning on U.S. 50, north 
Delta, as the bus was stopped to pick 

up riders. He was reported as severely 
injured in the crash, which also led to
15 students being taken to the hospital
for evaluation and/or treatment of  mi-
nor injuries.

Delta police ticketed Rascon on 
Thursday for allegedly driving while
his license was revoked, failure to yield
to a school bus with its lights activated
and careless driving. A court appear-
ance was set for May 17.

Culvert project begins
Monday on Colorado 145
STAFF REPORT

The Colorado 

Department of  

Transportation 

and Myers & Sons 

Construction will start 

work Monday along 

Colorado 145 from mile 

point 75.71 to 78.5.

The project will pri-

marily consist of  replac-

ing three main culverts 

crossing the highway 

and building a new crib 
wall (or retaining wall) 
on the downslope side to 
stabilize the pavement.  
The older existing wall 
was compromised in 
recent mudslides that 
crossed 145.  The work 
will take place approx-
imately 5 miles north 
of  Telluride in the area 
known as Deep Creek.

Daytime work hours 
range from 7 a.m. – 7 

p.m. Monday – Friday. 
Motorists will encoun-
ter a portable light sig-
nal and/or flaggers 
controlling traffic flow 
throughout the duration 
of  the project. 

Traffic may also be re-
duced to a single lane, 
alternating traffic inter-
mittently in either di-
rection. These closures 
may be up to 2 miles in 
length, with 15-minute 

delays possible through 
the work zone. The speed 
limit will be reduced 
to 40 mph at the start 
of  the project and may 
be dropped to 30 mph 
through the work zone. 
Traffic fines in the con-
struction zone may be 
doubled. 

The project is expect-
ed to last approximate-
ly four months until the 
end of  July.

conversation. His father is John 
McEuen, of  the Nitty Gritty Dirt 
Band, so he was raised in the music 
world.

“My whole life has been music,” the 
Colorado native said. “I grew up meet-
ing everyone my dad met and worked 
with.”

He collaborated with his father and 
brother on a highly praised joint al-
bum, “For All The Good,” released in 
2012 as The McEuen Sessions. 

But he isn’t living off  the family 
name. Nathan McEuen launched his 
solo career in 2005 and has had quite 
a bit of  success since then. In addi-
tion to his solo albums, he’s played 
thousands of  shows and worked or 
performed with several notable art-
ists. Among them are Willie Nelson, 
Steve Martin, Carrie Underwood, Brad 
Paisley, Lyle Lovett and John Denver. 
He also recently opened a Bon Jovi 
concert.

“There are definitely similarities,” 
he said of  his and his father’s music. 
“But after writing hundreds of  songs, 
I think people can see a clear differ-
ence in our creative output.”

McEuen has played throughout 
the Western Slope, including Delta, 
Cedaredge and Telluride. He’s per-
formed in Montrose several times be-
fore, too, but decided to come back 
after talking with fellow musician/col-
laborator Erik Stucky.

“Erik, who is from Montrose, en-
couraged me. Montrose has been on 

the map for me,” he said.
Ken Vail, owner/curator of  the gal-

lery and owner/lead consultant for 
Healthy Rhythm Music Services, said 
he was happy to have McEuen per-
form on his stage.

McEuen has plenty of  projects and 
shows in the works, but noted he’s 
focused on having a good time in 
Montrose. Regardless of  what hap-
pens next, he’ll always appreciate 
what he has experienced thus far.

“Hey, I can say I have Mickey 
Mouse’s banjo,” he said. “I have this 
instrument that represents a real-life 
American love story and goes back 
generations. It’s a real-life gift Minnie 
Mouse gave to her husband, Mickey 
Mouse. That’s special.”

To comment on this story, visit montrosepress.com
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said Montrose Director of  Business 
Innovation Chelsea Rosty, who also 
oversees the Montrose Chamber of  
Commerce.

“We’re developing South Townsend 
and working on downtown, and we 
want to work on the middle part, too. 
… It helps us focus on that area and 
make sure things are looking nice and 
being updated,” Rosty said.

Negotiations for purchasing the 
18,001 square-foot building were more 
than a year in the making, Renfrow 
said. Talks began when the Hastings 
chain declared bankruptcy.

“Hastings was on the way out and 
we were trying to find other options,” 

Renfrow said. “Montrose needs a 
sporting goods retailer.”

Montrose has speciality and niche 
retailers serving the outdoor and ath-
letically minded, but lost its largest re-
tailer dedicated to sports and athletics 
when Sports Authority met the same 
fate as Hastings — bankruptcy, which 
led to the closure of  the Montrose 
location.

“There is definitely a hole the com-
munity has felt with Sports Authority 
going out of  business and having that 
ready access to specific brands of  
clothing and what’s available right 
now,” Rosty said. “What we’re talking 
about are the sporting brands, like 
Nike, that are tougher for smaller 
stores to carry, and sports equipment. 
(Local shops) are meeting the needs of  
hikers, bikers and campers very well, 
but when it comes to the sports side, 
there is a hole.”

Big 5 had been considering Montrose 
for some time, Rosty said.

“John Renfrow was very good at hav-
ing his eye on the market and sites be-
coming available. Hastings (building) 
came up with the filing nationally to 
close, and it opened up an opportuni-
ty for Big 5,” she said. “Obviously, they 
are identifying needs in communities. 
With Sports Authority closing, and 
without us having a major sporting 
goods store, they’re a perfect solution 
for us.”

Rosty did not have information as to 
the number of  positions Big 5 expects 
to fill locally, but said the business’ ar-
rival would create jobs. 

“It sounds like they’re a very big 
supporter in communities. They have 
a good local focus for being a larger 
brand,” Rosty said.

Big 5 Sporting Goods Corp., now 
with more than 400 stores nationwide, 
was founded in 1955. In 2016, the chain 
reported $1.02 billion in sales/revenue 
and a gross income of  $324.46 million, 
according to the annual financials re-
ported on Market Watch.

To comment on this story, visit montrosepress.com

BIG 5
FROM PAGE A1

Want to go?

• Nathan McEuen is performing 

at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday at 

Healthy Rhythm Art Gallery, 68 S. 

Grand Ave. in Montrose.

• Tickets: $18 per person ad-

vanced VIP or $11 general 

admission. 

• Phone: 323-270-6284

• Seating is limited.

• McEuen’s website: To buy his
albums or learn more, visit www.
nathanmceuen.com

The former Hastings location on South 
Townsend will soon be home to Big 
5 Sporting Goods. (Paul Hurschmann/
Montrose Daily Press)

Scott Belsha, left, Josh Moreau, Jon Bon Jovi, Natalie Gelman and Nathan McEuen after 
the latter helped open a Bon Jovi concert recently. (Submitted photo/Nathan McEuen)
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