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‘Hoppy’ good time
Hemp and hops companies on display in
Montrose
• Weekend event showcased innovation
• Durban Indoor Hops grows crop in greenhouse
• Co-founder hoped event wase educational
BY ANDREW KISER
ANDREWK@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

Kris Wittman was drinking a cold glass of beer at a brewery — feeling “burnt out” from work — when he happened to notice the establishment was growing its own hops.
Wittman, who was working at commercial animal feed mills across
the nation, realized that although he had always enjoyed a good pint,
he didn’t really know much about the brewing lifestyle.
Wittman said his initial lack of familiarity with planting hops didn't
diminish the fascination the crop held for him. He said through his research, he discovered it was essentially like growing cannabis. He also
noticed hops were only being grown outdoors.
“I was like, ‘Why were we not putting these in greenhouses?’” said
Wittman, who’s now the vice president of facilities for Durban Indoor
Hops, LLC, out of Centennial. The business has recently developed a
way to grow hops in a greenhouse.
Wittman’s company was one of the dozens featured at the Hemps
and Hops event Friday and Saturday at the Montrose County Event
Center. The two-day event highlighted the different uses of hemp,
hops and associated innovations.
Wittman determined the two biggest issues were too-small greenhouse and that manually picking hops is too time-consuming.
Durban Indoor Hops developed a greenhouse design tall enough to
Going over some of the different aspects of growing hops in a greenhouse, Kris Wittman with Durban Indoor
Hops LLC hopes to help enlighten the community during the Hemp and Hops festival Aug. 24. (Sydney Warner/
Montrose Daily Press)

See HOPS page 3

‘All you need is love’
Congregation brings new life to Menoken church
• Former school house new home of Verdad y Vida
• Previous church supports mission
• Keeping the faith, history
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG
KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

There’s a sense you get when you know something is meant to be. For Joanna Zuniga,
that came when she walked into the former Menoken Christian Church and saw a hym-nal
lying open.
After prayers, partnerships and a loan, the bright red, former schoolhouse off of U.S. 50
will be the home of her and her husband Mauro’s church, Iglesia Verdad y Vida (the
Church of Truth and Life).
“I was just happy to see this is where we’re supposed to be, because it (hymn) was talking
about the Lamb of God, that He was wound-ed for our transgressions, and when I saw this,
it was just confirming to us that’s the vi-sion that we have and that we want to share it with
others,” Zuniga said Aug. 23, as she touched the old book.
“It’s a huge blessing,” said Mauro Zuniga, who has been an ordained Baptist minister

for about five years. “We’re going to use it for the glory of the Lord to reach all the people.”
Verdad y Vida will serve the Spanish-speaking communities of Montrose and Olathe, as well as Coraspeakers who came from South America’s indigenous people. The hope is that one day the Coraspeakers will also be able to conduct services there in their own language.
“Our ministry is toward the Spanish-speaking community, but my husband’s vi-sion has gone beyond
that,” Joanna Zuniga said, hours before Verda y Vida hosted an ap-preciation dinner in Olathe for
migrant work-ers and their contributions to the economy.
“We do know this building is part of the community. It’s special. We’re open to peo-ple meeting here
again, not just the Spanish-speaking community,” she added.
The old Menoken building gives the church a permanent home — and, for the previous church there,
a sense of peace.
“We were looking for another church that would like to buy it and we found one,” said Keith McCay,
pastor of the former Menoken Christian Church. “The Spanish church in Olathe was looking. We were
glad for the purposes that they wanted it, that they want-ed to buy it.”
The Zunigas were inspired after pass-ing by the Menoken church and noticing
See MENOKEN page 3

Showing off some of their books, Joanna Zuniga talks about how the new congregation
turning the downstairs room into a nursery at what once was a old school on Aug. 23.
(Sydney Warner/Montrose Daily Press)

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MONTROSEDAILYPRESS

@montrosepress

and Robert Cox of Montrose

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT OUR
Alpine Bank wants to reward your child for getting
good grades.Your child could earn up to $50 for a
straight-A report card. Contact your local Alpine
Bank or visit our blog at alpinebank.com for details.
68697

Member FDIC

LOCAL

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 2018 A3

MENOKEN
FROM PAGE A1

the for sale sign.
“We prayed about it, if it was God’s will to put in an offer. We had our congregation pray,” Joanna
Zuniga said.
The church reached an agreement with the owner and property brokers, Renfrow Realty.
“We are a small congregation and we are a mission church. We live in a smaller town. We weren’t
sure if we would quali-fy for a loan, but the Colorado Baptist Foundation asked us to share our story
on why we wanted a building,” Zuniga said.
The foundation subsequently qualified Verdad y Vida for a loan — and also prayed on its behalf.
A ‘sold’ sign showing that the old school has been bought to house a new church. (Sydney
Zuniga told of how John Renfrow and his team had a shared vision for expanding ministry
Warner/Montrose Daily Press)
services to Spanish speakers and, with McCay, reached an agreement despite the involved parties’
different backgrounds.
“We all come from the same God. We all came to the same vision. Only God can do that,” she said. classrooms, pointing out what were originally the school’s cloakrooms, and other features.
These will become church classrooms, a nursery, and, near the spacious kitchen, a fellow-ship
McCay’s own congregation numbers had dwindled as members moved on, or departed life. It
area.
reached the point where keeping it open no longer was feasible.
The glass window panes, affording a view of rows of corn in back of the church, will be
“It’s been a long process trying to get this accomplished. We’d been praying out it a lot. We just
replaced,
but the original windows are being retained, she said.
wanted somebody to come in and continue to use it in a way that honored God,” McCay said. “That
“It’
s
a
blessing.
The building, the way it is, I think it’s just per-fect for a church. All we need is
prayer was answered when this church came in. We’re very pleased and excited to see what is going
a little bit of love on it,” Zuniga said. “ … All you need is love.”
to happen.”
Mission groups from Pueblo, Tennessee and Texas are on tape to help with some light repair
McCay said the money from the sale will be applied to the Andes Christian Nation mission in
work. Additionally, Zuniga thanked the Rosemont Baptist and Trinity Baptist churches for
Columbia, as well as to Good News Jail and Prison Ministries.
their support.
“We’re really grateful and blessed they’ve allowed us to come in here and to now become a part of
The sale was finalized Aug. 15. Verdad y Vida anticipates opening its doors in the historic
the community here, in this area,” said Zuniga, who noted the past congregation left the building in
building sometime this fall.
good shape, and even provided some fixtures for Verdad y Vida.
“We enjoyed our time and the people we had there and studying the Word with them, but at
The church building is also of historical value, as it once housed a community school built in the
the same time, it will be sweet to see what else God is going to do with this new con-gregation
early 1900s. Local historical society member Zilla May Brown said she was pleased the building will
and what He’s got in store for them, and what this money we will be allowed to have to give to
stay in use.
these
missions, what it will do for them as well,” McCay said.
“My children went to school there (after it was taken over by the school district). … I’m delighted. I
The
whole arrangement is an answer to prayers, Zuniga said.
hate to see those old buildings torn down, because when history is lost, it’s lost for-ever. A church is a
“Our vision is to be able to share our vision of Christ to those who don’t know Him,” she
good use for it,” she said.
Serving the
said.
communities on
“… We are honored that we have a special place here in Montrose, because this is not just
any building.”
The church can be reached at 970-457-7015.
Katharhynn Heidelberg is an award-winning journalist and the senior writer for the Montrose
Daily Press. Follow her on Twitter @kathMDP.
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hold the 18-foot vines, Wittman said, adding by having an
indoor facility, hops can be grown year-round.
Handpicking crops, though, “takes forever” because to
pick 1 and a half pounds of hops on average translates to one
hour.
“It’s not very proficient at all,” Wittman said.
Outdoor hops farmers, however, found a way to end this
laborious process by having machines cut down the vines,
drop them into a trailer and deliver into a production facility, he said. Such technology isn’t doable indoors.
But Durban Indoor Hops LLC has created its own mechanized system.
“We want (the least) hands-on experience as possible,”
Wittman said. “So the faster turnaround time you have, the
more hops you can produce the more yield and revenue you
get.”
The indoor hops company is just one of many innovative booths at the Hemp and Hops event, event co-founder
Jessica Klein said.
She indicated Softgel Co. out of Grand Junction has

“Olathe Sweet” Sweet Corn, “Palisade” Peaches,“Homegrown”
Tomatoes, Green River Melons, Plums, Pickles, Green Beans,
Cucumbers, Squash, Melons, Onions, Potatoes, and Much Much More!

Schedule a donation
pick-up at
builidinglives.org or by
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Ext.8
No donations?
Come shop!
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created a well-regulated facility that can produce around one
million soft-gels a day.
The event was geared toward fostering a hemps and hops
community, she added.
“We’ve talked about ‘co-opposition’ so (we’re) in this industry together and driving us to do better. There are standards
that have to be put in place. There’s not a lot of regulations but
there’s going to be,” Klein said.
“The big thing for me is education and clarifying
some misconceptions,” she added. “We’re dealing with
70-plus years of ‘Reefer Madness’ mentality where people think you can get high off of a hemp T-shirt. There’s
just a big misconception.”
There’s the same kind of misapprehensions when it
comes to hops, Wittman said.
“We hope people take away the understanding that
hops can be put in greenhouses and can have four-five
harvests out of the same plant in one year because the
thought is it can only be harvested once then they have
to go dormant all winter,” he said. “We want to help with
the education and knowledge of knowing hops can be
used for medical purposes as well.”
Andrew Kiser is the Montrose Daily Press’ sports/business writer. Follow him on Twitter @andrew_kpress.

1845 S. Townsend Ave. Montrose
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We Thank Our
NIE 2018 Newspaper in
Education Sponsors!

MAGIC CIRCLE PLAYERS

Thanks to the generosity of the following business and individuals, local
students are gaining a world of knowledge by using the Montrose Daily
Press as a part of their daily curriculum. Newspaper in education sponsorships and contributions provide e-copies of the Montrose Daily Press
along with standard based lesson plans and activated to supplement
classroom curriculum.

GOLD SPONSORS
The Dieter Agency LLC

by Jean Anouilh
Translated by Lucienne Hill

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE

SPONSORS

• Anasazi Solar
• City Market Montrose
• Cobble Creek Golf Community

• Dena K. Buckendorf C.P.A.
• Maslow Academy of Applied Learning
• Montrose Kayak and Surf

Director– Tony Ryan
Assistant Director – Warren Anderson

• TEI Rock Drills
• The Green Mountain Company
• Valley Restoration & Construction, Inc.
• Western Slope Orthopaedics

September 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 @ 7:30pm
Matinees September 9 & 16 @ 2pm
“Becket (Hill trans.)” is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC

• Montrose Memorial Hospital
• Samaritan Aviation

For more information on how you can become a partner in education, please
contact the Montrose Daily Press NIE Department at 970-252-7086

San Juan Construction, Inc.

71870

• Anciano Towers
• Elite Grounds Care, LLC
• Laura Williams - InSync Media
• Peak Professionals

72800

NEWSPAPERS BRING LEARNING TO LIFE!
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